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is made for the fawily as it comes along.
Why should not every child have a place?
We must take eare of the children and make
ample provision for their existence. If we
wish to keep our heads above water we must
- have efficient admipistration, industrial peace,
amd a larger population.  Reparding the
former point, Ministers must keep in personal
touch with their departments and responsible
heads, They must take personal notice of
everything and of those working under them.
They must apply themselves now, as they
have never done before, to their work, I am
glud that reference was made from the other
side of the House to the fact that they do
not belteve our compulsory industrigl arbitra-
tion has failed. I do not think it has. I
know what strikes mean not only to those
humediately involved but to hundreds, and
often thousands, of those removed from the
sceng of the strike. If we are to have the
strikes during the next two or three years
that we have had in the past, we shall never
get ont of our difficulties.

Mr, Clydesdale: Are you a pessimist?

Mr. DAVIES: Not altogether, but unless
we face the position squarely and honesily,
and try to find a way out of our difficulties,
there is no possible chance for us at all. T
believe in the good sense of the Britisher,
and that when it comes to the absolute limit,
he will say to himself and his fellows, ¢“This
will not carry us much further. * We have to
alter our taecties.’’ We see what is taking
place in the Official Labhour Party to-day.
There i3 a change in tacties and I hope this
will be for the benefit not only of the workers
but of the State as a whole.

On motion by Mr. Corboy, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.30 pan.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

L]

QUESTION—ESPERANCE LANDS,

CLEARING.
dr. O'LOGHLEN (for Hon. T. Wal-
ker) asked the Premier: 1, Has any

provision been made for a steam traction
engine for the purpose of assisting the Es-
perance district settlers in the mallee distriet
on similar terms to like assistance vendered
elsewhere? 2, If so, when can the settlers ex-
peet that the steam traction engine will be in
commission? 3, If no steps have becu taken
to assist the mallee settlers to roll down the
serub, will he consilder the advisability of ren-
dering this assistance as early as possible?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, An-
swered by No. 1. 3, Inqairies by the Genceral
Muanager, Agricultural Bank, go to show that
horses will be more economical than an en-
gine, If it can be shown that the engiue is
cheaper, he is prepured to send one {down,

QUESTION—RATLWAY BUFFET CAks.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Railways : 1, How many buffet ¢ars has the
Railway Department? 2, How many are in
operation? 3, What sections are they operat-
ing on? 4, What have been the financial re-
sults during the period of running?

The PREMTER (for the Minister for Rail-
ways} replied: 1, Three. 2, Two. 3, Perth-Wyal-
catehem, Caron-Yalgoo. 4, Perth-Wyaleatchem
car, 21st March to 31st July, profit £30 17s.
10d.; DPerth-Kellerberrin car, 21st March to
31st July, loss £152 1ls. 1d.; Caron-Yalgoo
car, 16th May to 3lst July, loss £49 12s, 114,
The Perth-Kellerberrin car was dizcontinued
with the time table alterations operating from
8th Aupust. The Caron-Yalgoo car is ths
oniy meuans of satisfactorily mecting refresh-
ment requirements of passengers between
Terth and Murehison Distriet.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Seventh Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day,

Mr., CORBOY (Yilgarn) [4.36]: In com-
mon with others who have spoken ou the
Address-in-reply, and especially as the baby ..
of the House, 1 desire to welcome the mother
of the House amongst ws. T hope that dur-
ing wmy tenurc iz this Chamber I will not
give Ministers, or others, cause to complain
that, like mogt babies, I am always howling
for 2 rattle. T will endeavour to bring for-

" ward for the consideration of the Govern-

ment only those things that T think are rea-
sonable, or that T comsider should be granted.
With regard to the Address-in-reply, there
has been an almost total absence from the

" speeches delivered by members sitting on the

Ministerial side of the House, of any pro-
posal or policy, either on the part of Minis-
ters or private members, indicating any defi-
nite ideas as to how the financial drift is to
be remedied In the Govermor’s Speech we
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are confronted with a mass of figures. There
fs page after page and column after column
of figures, and we have had the same thing
from the Premier, who has read Lists to mem-
bers showing where losses are taking place.
We have had from the Premier admissions
that certain things, on the other hand, are
showing profits, but we have had no definite
proposal as to how the deficit may be stopped.
When speaking on the Supply Bill some days
ago, I made the same point, and I would like
to again ask if the Governmént have any
definite idea, or tangible proposal, to bring
forward which will help to relieve us from
the present position.

Mr. Marshall: Patienee, 3Mr, Corboy,
patience.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! An hon. member

lq not allowed to refer to another hon. wem-
-cr b\ nanie,

CORBOY: This is a matter of con-
su]erablo importance, especially to the people
outback, and more particularly to the mining
constituencies. It has been necessary for the
Ciovernment, in jogging along in the same old
style, advancing nothing new from time to
time, to increase the taxation in order to
make up the few pounds they fall behind.
In pursuing that policy, material injury has
Leen done to some of the industries in West-
ern Austraiia, and to men engaged in those
industries, some of whom deserve a great
deal more consideration than they have re-
ceived in the past. Take the case of the
prospector.  'We have men in this conntry—
and T hope very soon to introduce the Pre-
mier to some of them—who have been bat-
tling in the back blocks for 15 or 20 years.
Some of them have been battling there for a
longer period than that, and with Tittle more
to show than a few clothes and tocker.
Eventually some of these prospectors make 2
sirike. 'What happens?  Immediately they
want to sell their show to a company and
thus reeoup themselves for their 20 ycars of
work and privation, battling away in the
solitudes of the hush, the Government step
in with exorbitant claims for taxatiom, with
the result that it is not possible for a com-
pany to buy, or for the man to sell.

The Premier: That is not a proposal of
this Gevernment,

Mr. CORBOY: You are not doing any-
thing to reetify it.

The Premier: Yes, we are.

Mr, CORBOY: I am glad to have that
assurance.

The Premicr: The trouble is mainly with
the Federal Government.

Mr. CORBOY: I will have something to
say regarding the Federal Government as
well. T am glad, however, to have the asanr-
ance from the Premier, that these men who

are battling in the back blocks against eon-

ditions which the ecity people cannot realise,
are to get some consideration. T have on
many occasions supported the elaim that it
would be just to assess a primary producer’s
inecome on the average income derived during
the five preceding vears. 1 want to see some-
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thing done in the interests of men like the
prespectors, so that they may have a reason-
able chance of securing a fair return for
their work instead of having it taken away
from them, as is the case to-day.

The Premier: Why five years, thongh?

Mr. CORBOY: Ten years would suit wme
better if it is possible for sueh a thing to
be. [ do net presume to be an actuary, to
say that such a proposal is a possible one.
Should it be found possible, howerer, I think
that relief should be given to these primary
producers.

The Premier: That is a suggestion worthy
oi consideration, anyway.

Mr. CORBOY: The Premier stated that
the Federni authorities had a good deal to
do with this question and T agree with him.
‘Che TFederal imposts to-day are reachiug
almost the possible limit in taxation without
considering in any way the State require-
ments. The Federal Government are indulg-
ing in extravagauce throughout the Common-
wealth, and they are ercating new pusﬂ:mns,
with large salarics, not only within Awstralia
but in England and America as well, I
wish to enter a strong protest against the
Federal authorities with respect to the loans
which they have been Yfloating during the
past five or six years. Have the Federal

igvernment, or any other Government, under
the (,ommonwealth Constitution, any nght to
free their loans from taxation?

The Premier: The Federal Government
have the right to free their loans from State
taxation. .

Mr. Angelo: A previous Treasurer, AMr.
Gardiner, assured us that that was so some
two vears apo.

Mr. CORBOY; It is a most unfortunate
thing if that is ‘so. It is unfortunate that
the Federal authoritics can so materially in-
terfere with our laws.

The Premier: Espeeially as they are pay-
ing 615 per cent.

Mr. Angelo: Mr, Gardiner said that we
could retaliate in connection with any loans
we raised here.

The Premier: But can we?

Mr. CORBOY: So far the Government
have not raised any loans in Western Aus-
tralia. The position, therefore, has not heen
tested, seeing that no attempt has been made
te raise a loan. When the member for Guild-
ford (Mr, Davies) was gpeaking last night
he brought up the question of the endowment
of motherhood, Members will agree that that
proposal is a good move, bot the hon. mem-
ber seemed to regard with horror the sug-
gestion that a lottery should be conducted to
raise the money., T put it to the Treasurer
that it wounld ke a good thing for this State
if we were to start a State lottery. In
Queensland  enormons  sums  have  been
raised hy these means, and it has
heen found possible, not only to main-
tain hospitals, but to build new ones,
andl to provide money for all sorts of
eharitable purposes. Similar action is pre-
posed in New South Wales, Whether or not
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we think these lottéries are good, we eannot
hope to stop the Australian from partieipat-
ing in them by refraining from having a
Government loitery in this State. If the peo-
ple cannot get one here, they will continne to
send their money to those in Tasmania and
Queensland. It would be very much better if
the Government wused every yossible en-
deavour to retain that money in the State
by running a lottery here. T put it to the
Premier that, instead of having private
gentlemen going abont begging for funds for

the erection of a new out-paticnts ward at.

the Children’s Hespital, we ought to estab-
lish a State lottery. This is a matter worthy
of the most serions consideration. An enor-
mous sum of money goes out of this State
every year in the form of mvestments in lot-
teries in Tasmania and Queensland, and 1
hope some effort will be made to retain that
money in this State. T was glad to hear the
declaration of the member for Claremont
(Mr. J. Thomson) that his own observation
had shown him that in Queensland the Labour
Government had done more for the returned
soldiers than had all the other State Govern-
wents put together. It is a pretty sweeping
statement: I should not care to go quite so
far myself, But it is an indication that the
Queensland Labour Governmeat have honestly
endeavoured to do their duty by the soldiers.
When I remember statements wmade by
members sitting opposite, to the effect
that the Queensland Labour Government
were a disloyal Government; when T re-
member the statements appearing in our
newspapers that the Queensland Labour
CGovernment were against the returned
soldiers, it is especially pleasing to hear
one gitting on the Government side de-
claring that in his opinion the Queensland
Labour Government are trying to do their
duty.

Mr. Pickering: He is considering the chang-
ing of his position in the House, .

Mr. CORBOY: He will be a welcome re-
eruit over here. One with the genial dispo-
sition of the hon. member wounld add greatly
to the tone of our side,

The Premier: He would be a handsome ad-
dition.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, handsome in avery
sense of the word. T believe there are on the
Government side cne or two other mem-
bers who if they wished conld back
up the statement that the Queenslana
Government have done exceptionally well
by the soldiers, There are many on the Gov-
ernment side who claim to be the friends of
the soldiers, that they are out all the time
to do anything they ean for the retnrned men.
We have heard that statement many times
during the last four or five years, but 1
noticed a significant silenee, the lack of any-
thing in the nature of 2 cheer, when the mem-
ber for Claremont praised the Queensland
Labour Government for having done their
duty.

Mr. Anpelo: Your side cheered so loudly
thit you did not hear our cheers.
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Mr. CORBOY: I admit that we did cheer,
and rightly so.

Mr. Boyland: Tn Queenstand the eivil popu-
lation are getting better conditions than are
the soldiers.

Mr. CORROY: T do not believe that.

Mr, Boyland: It is a faet.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not. I have just come
back from there, and I saw a good deal of
what was going on,

Mr. CORBOY: I do not think the member
for Kalgoorlie has visited that State recently.
I have it from those wha have heen there re-
cently, that no distinctions are made in that
State, that the Government arc giving every-
body a fair deal. The same c¢an-
not be said of this State, We are
getting retrenchment here. Jt reminds me
that the Government are always proclaiming
their desire to do everything possible for the
immigrants who will come out here. They
are laying thewmselves out to do that. We
have in the community the Ugly Men's As-
sociation, who have done yeoman work in
relieving distress in varions directions. They
also have laid themselves out to help the im-
migrants.. That is a right policy to pursne,
but T say that seme effort should be made
on similar lines to deal with the unemployed
amongst ua,

Mr, Mann: The Ugly Men’s Assocviation
are doing that.

Mr. CORBOY: T fear that is not so. If
an Australian born went to that association
to-morrow withont being entitled to wear a
returned soldier's badge and asked to be put
through their school, as the immigrants are,
and for a farm to be found for him, he could
not be granted those advantages.

Mr. Manp: The association have found
work for over 400 sinee Oetober.

Mr. CORBOY: But you are prepared to go
a great deal further for the immigrant than
for our own unemployed,

The Premier: T do not think so.

, Mr. CORBOY: Well one enn only go on
what one sces happening around him, I
should like to kmow from the Premier
whether any effort has been made to pro-
vide jobs for the men recently dismissed
from tbe Railways; has any work been put
in hand in advanee to provide for those men,
just as the Government would provide for a
ship-lpad of immigrants? When yon dismiss
men wholesale, yon are throwing a crowd on
the labour market,

The Premier: T have not heard that any
of them are wanting work. :

Mr. CORBOY: They are ¢coming to us for
it.

The Premier: I hope they will stick to you.

Mr. CORBOY: Tf the Premier sticks to
his present treatment of them, I ¢an assure
him they will stick to us at the next elections,
when the votes are wanted. I protest against
these wholesale dismissals from the Raiiways.
The Minister for Railways, in answer to a
question the other day, informed me that the
percentage of the salarvied staff em-
ployed in  the Railways has increased
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during the last 12 months to a greater ex-
tent than either the mileage or the wages
staff. 'There comes a time, as at present,
when things are slack on the railways. They
have had twe bad monthly reports, and in
conscquence either the Commissioner or the
Minister is panic-stricken and resorts to dis-
missals. .

The Premier: I believe this will be the
worst month in the history of the Railways,

Mr. CORBOY: It makes it the harder to
understand the action of the Government
during this and the previous month, Although
the salaried staff has inereased- more than
oither the wages stafi or the mileage, when it
comes to a question of retrenchment there
is no suggestion of getting rid of the surplus
¢élerical staff.

Hou. P. Collier: They ave increasing them,

Mr. CORBOY: There is no question of re-
trenching among that staff, but there are
wholesale dismissals among the wages staff,
In my opinion those dismissals are damaging
to the service as a whole, and not in the best
intercsts of the State. Let me quote an in-
stance: In the Guildford electorate a few
nights ago I met a lad of about 20 years of
age who has been for five years in. the rail-
way service. He has ever taken a keen in-
terest in his work and has done everything
possible to advance himself, For some time
past, although only 20 years of age, he has
been a signal man in the signal cabin, Yet
the department has dismissed that lad becapse
he does nof happen to be married at 20. The
department keeps on other men who are cas-
uals, and who will not take the same interest
in their work as this lad did. In that the
Government are following a policy not in
the best interests either of the service or of
the ecuntry as a whole. If that lad had been
a rotter, if through being a rotter he had
found it neeessary to marry at 17, he would
have been kept on; but because he has been
decent he has to go. It is not fair,

The Premier: Have you mentioned it to the
Commigsioner?

Hon. P. Collier: The Commissioner says
we must not approach him on these matters.

Mr, CORBOY: Yes, I have received a sim-
ilar notice. Furthermore, when the dismissals
are wholesale I do mnot feel justified in ap-
proaching the Commissioner about one manm.
It should then be a question of altering the
policy, and not of rectifying an individual
case.

Mr. Underwood: Eeep them all on.

Mr. CORBOY: The Premier himself says
that this will be the worst month in the his-
tory of the Railways, and naturally things
will liven vp again. Then why not keep them
all on?

Mr. Underwood: Because it is not neeces-
sary.

Mr. CORBOY: I will take the hon. mem-
ber at his word and agree that it is not neces-
sary to keep them all on. But I then ask,
what is wrong with dismissing some of the
salaried staff, instead of making the wages
men bear the whole bruntt
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Mr. Underwood: A yeyngster of 20.years
has to bear & lot of brunt, hasn’t he?

The Minister for Railways: Exactly the
same thing applies to the wages staff. The
best paid remain on permanently. They can-
not be put off.

Mr. CORBOY: That amuses me! The Min.
ister was out of the Chamber when, 2 moment
ago, 1 dealt with the case of that lad.

Mr. Underwood: Poor lad! Poor young
fellow! Only 20 years of age! Can’t he go
into the bush?

Mr. CORBOY: T do not wish to go into
the whole details of this lad’s home, but I
venture to say the hon. member wis never
in the cirenmatances of this lad.

Mr. Underwood: No, mine were not nearly
so favonrable.

Mr., CORBOY: I remind the Minister that
in the Railways the term ‘‘permanent’’ does
not mean that those officers cannot be dis-
missed. It means merely that they get cer-
tain privileges not given to casual men.

Hou. P. Collier: They have not the sccurity
of public servants.

The Minister for Railways: The permanent
wages staff has. Ome ecannot sack an engine-
driver or a fireman.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister says he ecan-
not sack an engine driver or a fireman.
That might be so, but he can redvee an
engine driver to the grade of fireman, and
a fireman to the grade of cleaner and put
the cleaner out.

The AMinister for Mines: That would he
the boy!

Mr. CORBOY: Noj; jn the other case of
whieh I spoke, T was referring to a signal-
man. It is still possible for the Minister
to retrench, for when the men are put back
a grade, they are also reduced in wages.
It amounts to the same thing as sacking
the engine driver; one employee is got rid
of.

The Minister for Mines: A hoy at the
bottom,

Mr. CORBOY: But the others, too, are
dropped a grade, and the same amount of
money is saved as if the engine driver were
sacked,

The Minister for Mines: That is an en-
tirely different propesition from putting the
men off.

Mr. CORBOY: I shall again refer to the
ease of the signalman for the benefit of
the Minister.

The Minister for Mines:
you had to say.

Mr. CORBOY: That lad was supposed to
be a permanent employee. Why shounld he
be digmissed?

Mr. Underwood: Why should he be per-
manent anyhow?

Mr. CORBOY: I do not elaim that he
should be permancnt, but there are many
men wasting their time in the offices of the
Railway Department who should go before
a useful lad like this is put off. I make
no bones about saying that 1 was in one of
the offices of the Minister’s own depart-

I heard what
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ment less than a week ago, and the whole
of the office staff were crowded around a
table where four members in office hours
were playing bridge. If those men can be
kept on, there is surely something wrong
with the system.

The Minister for Mines: You ounght to
report a thing like that,

Mr. Underwood: And the lad should alse
be allowed to play bridge.

Mr. CORBOY: I was not there to play
the part of detective on Dehalf of the
Minister. Before this debate closes, T would
like a deelaration from the Minister for
Railways as to where this business of dis-
missing men is going to cease, and whether
the whole of the burden of it is to be borne
by the wages men and not by the salary
nmen.
issne, but the Government should take us
into their confidence. Lt is their duty to
let the country know where we stand, and
we have a right to know definitely what Lo
expect and what provision to make to help
to find employment for the men who are
put off. I wish to deal with one other
matter before I conclude. T do not intend
to be like some babies who squawk all day.
T notiee that I am receiving an encouraging
smile from the mother in the House, which
is a great help,

Mrs, Cowan: Ladies only talk all day,
but the sons are very good sons of their
mothers, are they not?

Mr. CORBOY: During the debate the
member for Katanning (Mr. A. Thomson)
as deputy Leader of the Country Party
outlined what T presume we must regard
as the attitede of that party, and he also
replied to certain statements made by the
Leader of the Opposition. 1 wish briefly
to eontinue that diseussion, though I do
not wish to labour it, becanse there are
more important things requiring attention
than the progress or even the future of the
Counitry Party. I wish briefly to quote to
the Housc a portion of the constitution of
the Country Party and to eompare that con-
stitution with the statements made by the
deputy Leader of the Country Party,

Mv. Pickering: What about your eonstitu-
tion?

Mr. Munsie: You are ab liberty to deal
with that,

Mr. CORBOY: T am quite willing to allow
. the member for Svssex' to deal with our con-

stitution, and I assure him that any member *

of this' House can obtain a copy of our con-
stitutien on application.

Hon, P, Collier: And free of charge.

Mr. Pickering: To whom should he applyt

Hon. E. Collier: I will obtain one for youw.

Mr. CORBOY: Any member on this side
of the House will obtain one for the hon.
member. We are not a bit frightened of let-
ting it see the light of day, but it is inter-
esting to note that X experienced some diffi-
culty in getting o copy of the Country Party’s

1 do not wish to make this a bitter

: cop:
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constitution. Tt is not so widely distributed
as is ours.

Mr. Hickmott:
dozen,

Hon. P, Collier:
houses with them.,

Mr. CORBOY: If that is so, perbaps the
member for Pingelly will give me an amended
copy of the constitution at the close of the
conference now being leld. The member for
Katanning, as deputy Leader of the Country
Party, said— )

We have no eancns. The Country Party
is free and untrammelled in its delibera-
tions in this House,

Paragraph 5la of the constitution of the
Primary Producers’ Association reads—

The Country Party in both Houses shall,
upon ali party measures outlined in the
Political pilatform, vote solid and as the
majority of the party dietates at a properly
constituted party meeting.

Mr. Pickering: That is not outside infloence.

AMr. CORBOY: I shall deal with that in 2
mowment. The paragraph continues—

Any member or members of the party
voting againat such decision shall be decined
to be no longer a wember or members of
the Country Party,

The Country Party’s constitution therefore
provides for expulsion if 3 member dares to
defy the party eaucus, and yet they say they
are the only party without a cauvcus. T would
remind members opposite of the statements
repeatedly made in this Honse by members
of the Country Party, that they have abso-
lute freedom on the floor of this House and
that they ean do just as they wish. When one
member of the National Labour Party was
speaking, there was an interjeetion by a mem-
ber of the Country Party to the effect that no
more liberty was enjoyed by any party in this
House than by the Country Party., I venture
to say that, if the statements made by mem-
bers of the National Labour Party are true,
that there is absolutely nothing binding upon
them, then the Country Party are bound a
great deal more than they are, and further.
more I maintain that the Country Party are
bound to a greater extent than ever members
of the Labour Party have been.

Mr. Pickering: We have not scen your
constitution yet.

Mr. CORBOY: I shal supply a copy to
the hon. member before he makes his speech
in order that he may comment on it,

Mr. O’Loghlen We will give him a framed

You can get them by the

In faet, you paper your

Mr, CORBOY: A majority of the Country
Party outside of this Chamber dietates to
the whole of the party in this House, and if
any member dares to oppoese that majority,
the constitution of the Country Party clearly
provides for his expulsion from the party,

Mr. Pickering: Surely Fou would not sug-
ﬁest helding a eaucus meeting in this Cham-
er.

Mr, Underwood ;
the Country Party
plies to you.

Do not complain aboﬁt
when the same thing ap-
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Mr. CORBOY: The member for Pilbara
was welt content with the Labour Party for
wany years until lic saw an opportunity to
get out.

Mr. Underwooid: T was expelled.

Mr. Q’Loghlen: You were not expelled.

Hon, P. Collier: It was one of the mistakes
we made that we did not expe! you,

Mr. Underwood: You talk about expul-
sion!

Mr, O’Loghlen: Why repeat it?
never expelled.

Mr. CORBOY: The member for Sussex
wanted to know something about the outside
domination, The constitution of the Country
Party also containg a paragraph treating with
this aspeet. The denial has goue forth re-
peatedly from this Chamher and from mem-
bers of the Country Party outside that there
is no sueh thing as outside domination so far
as they are eoncerned, and that there is no
dealing at all with any outside body as to
what their actions in this House shall be. Let
us study paragraph 51 of their constitution,
which reads— :

In the event of any doubt arising as te
the interpretation of the party platform,
the council may, at the request of the Par-
liamentary party, convenec a political con-
ference comprising the members of the coun-
¢il and the Parliamentary pariy, and the
decision of such conference shall bind the
Parliamentary party.

Mr. Pickering: Notice that it states ‘‘at
the request of the Parliamentary party.’’

Mr. CORBOY: And 1 would be pretty right
in concluding that if a request was necessary,
it would come along.

Mr. Pickering: From usi

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, and it would not need
a very strong hint from the executive to eon-
vince members of the Country Party that it
was desired to have a talk with them. If
there is no such thing as outside domination,
why shouid the deliberations of a body con-
gisting of members of this House and mem-
bers of an outside organisation be binding
on Country Party members in this House?
They say there is no outside domination, Yet
their own constitution clearly shows that the
executive of the Primary Producers’ Associa-
tion has power, together with members of this
House, to bind the whole of the members of
the Country Party,

My, Pickering: To give an interpretation of
the platform.

Mr. CORBQY: That is merely the thin end
of the wedge. It is very easy to widen a
loophole like that when it is desired so to do.

Mr. Pickering: We do not want to,

Mr. Munsie; Not just at present.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not intend to pursue
that sobject further. ‘The member for
Sussex apparently desires to reply to me,
and I shall listen with pleasure to any ex-
planation of his which can posstbly show
that my interpretation of the two clauses of
their constitution whick I have quoted is not
the correct ome.

Mr. Pickering: T shall be delighted.

You were
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Mr, CORBOY: The deputy Leader of the
Country Party (Mr, A, Thomson), during
the course of his rewarks, went to some pains
to explain how the decision to support the
present Government wag arrived at, and he
denied the accuracy of the statement made
by the Leader of the Opposition. The hon.
member said that members of the Country
Tarty sitting in thia House met and came to
a conclusion as to what they should do, and
then went to the executive of the Primary
Producers’ Association and said, ‘'We have
come to this conclusion,’’ and that the execu-
tive endorsed it. The Leader of the Opposi-
{ion, in his statement, said that the Country
Party members and the executive met to-
gether, thrashed the question out, and to-
gether came to a decision on the point at
issue. The member for Katanning denied
that this was so, but only yesterday the real
leader of the Country Party, Mr. Monger, in
the course of his statement, said—

Following upon the general elections in

Mareh, and in conformity with the instruc-

tions received from the conference in

August last, the members of the Country

Party and the cxeeutive met in conference

on the 30th March to consider what steps

should be taken by the party in respect to
linking up with other parties on the Gov-
crnment side of the House.

I have no objection to the Country Party
doing this. :
Mr, A, Thomson: Thank you for that.

Mr. CORBOY: If the member for Kat-
anning wishes to run his party on thesc lines,
that is the concern of the Country Party
only, but [ maintain that Mr. Monger, in
this particular controversy, has backed up
the statement of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and denied the statement of the deputy
Leader of the Country Party.

Mr. A, Thomson: Have you uoticed that
cverything done at our conferewce is pub-
lished, that we sit with open doors?

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, and T cen give the
hon, member an assurance which ean be borne
out by members on the Government side who
have belonged to the Labour Yarty, that
everything done at our conferances is pub-
lished in our own paper just as the proceed-
ings of the hon, member’s conferences are
published in his own paper.

Mr. Pickering: We publish ours in the
" West Auatralian.’?

Mr. CORBOY: Well, that paper supports
the Country Party. What difference does it
make?

My, A. Thomsen: I know of a Tabour con-
ference that was held in Perth with closed
doors, aund no one could get in or out.

Mr, Mungie: You never saw a conference
with elosed doors yet.

AMr. CORBOY: 1 wish to enter o protest
aguinst one statement which was made by
Mr. Monger and which is repeatedly -being
made, namely that the deficit in this State
1r due almost entirely te the State Trading
Concerns.



'Che Minister for Works: 1le does not
koovw what he is talking about,

Mr. CORBOY: Quite so, and T want the
Government to deny the accuracy of his
stutement. A few evenings ago the Premier,
when referring to this matter, told the House
that the State Trading Concerns during last
vear had made a profit of neariy £8,000.

The Minister for Works: We made £15,000
ou the State Sawmills alonc.

Mr. CORBOY: I venture to say that bot
a tiny pruportion of our defivit to-day is due
to any of ocur State Trading Concerns. The
stntement, however, has gone out repeatedly.
1t has been used by members of the Country
Party in an endeavour to damn the Labour
Party for the reason that these trading con-
cerng were brought into existenee through
the ageney of the Labour Party. The state-
ment has been used in an endeavour to con-
vinee the people that our deficit is dne to
these trading coneerns. 1 do not think any-
one in the community has had half as good
a deal from these trading concerns as the
furmers, for instance, havef had from the
Siate Tmplement Works and the rest of them.
The farmers have had even more adrantage
out of these things than have the people re-
resented on this gide of the Tlouse. When-
ever statements of this kind are made 1 want
10 see the Government do their dnty and put
them right, and point out that these things
are not as stated by members on the other
side of the House,

The Minister for Works: That man does
not know what he is talking about.

Mr. CORBOY: T have held that opinion of
him for a long time. I would again appeal
to the Government to give us, as carly as
pogsible, a definite idea of what they are
going to do towards stopping the drift.
Without following the old channels ltet us
find a new line which will not impoverish
and burt the people in the way that we find
to-day. Let the Government evolve some
means of pulling the country out of the mire
that it is wallowing in to-day. Let us make
an endeavour to get upon our feet. Let me
add to the assurances of my leader and
others on thigs side of the House and say
that T will give cvery possible assistance to
auy equitable and just measure that will hold
cut some hope of atopping the financial drift.

Let me assure Ministers that T have no de- .

sire as a private memher to embarrass them
in any way. I recognise that they are faced
with one of the toughest nropositions that
has yet confronted them in the matter of the
finances.
them any requests which I think should not
be granted, or are unreasonable and likely
tn embarrass them. Tet me again make an
appeal on behalf of the men ount back—
those who have had to face many a thiraty
day, and have suffered many privations
fiom year to year in the hope, as Micawber
would say, that something would turn up—
tn the end that greater comsideration shall
be extended to them in the future than has
heen extended to them in the past.
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I have no desire to place before
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Mr. ANGELO (Qascoyne) [5.18]: There
seems to be an epidemic of congratulations
in the Ilouse, and I find myself affected by
some of the germs of that compluint. I will
Jpreface my speech by cougratulating you,
Sir, on your return te the seat you now
occupy. During the last month I paid a
visit to the Eastern States, and it was my
privilege to atso visit the Federal Houses
of Parliament and the two State Houses.
As a result I find that this House stands
ont for the decorum and dignity with which
its deliberations are conducted. This in a
great measure is due to the able man-
per in which you, Sir, have presided
over its deliberations. I am also glad
to see how well, comparatively speak-
mg, members of this Chamber attend to
tkeir duties. I visited the Federal House
on four different occasions. On one occa-
sion there were 17 out of 75 members
present, on another oceasion 14, on another
12, and on the fourth occasion, when a most
important debate was taking place, there
were only 7 members of that august body
gitting in their places. 1t is a deplorable
thing that our Federal members do not
attend more regularly to the work for
which they are so highly paid.

Hon. W. €. Augwin: You will have an
opportunity of changing them unext year.

Mr. ANGELO: On each of the occasions
when I visited the Federal House our good
friend, Mr. Gregory, was in his seat, the
member for Fremantle was there on one
occasion, and the other members from West-
ern Australia were conspicuous by their
absence. I join with other members in
congratulating our lady member. It is in-’
deed a good thing to see a lady in the
Hounse who will look after the interesta of
the race and home. The member for West
Perth said that it is not a good thing for man
to be alone. I say it is not a good thing for
one woman to be alone. T hope shortly that
the member for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan)
will have one or two colleagues sitting in the
House with her,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: When | was young
T was satisfied with one at a time.

Mr' ANGELQ: We have only one lady
amongst 49 of us. That is perhaps what
appeals to a good many of ns. An excellent
opportunity might be grasped for increas-
ing the number of our lady members when
the Re-distribution of Seats Bill comes
along. Perhaps, by cutting out a few of
the electorates and putting aside four or
five seats for women members, the State
voting as a whole for those particular four
or five, we might get the desired effect. I
am snrprised that the member for Clare-
mont should object to such a praposal. He
has taken the most coveted seat ‘n the House
as it is alongside that of the ludy member,
I also desire to concratulate the various
new members of this House, I am particu-
larly pleased to see the new members on
the opposite side of the House. The Opposi
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tion has not gained mueh in numbers as a re-
sult of «the clections, but in its new members
I feel sure it.has gained much in talent. I
consider that no Government can be properly
ren without a good Opposition. They necd
a good Opposition, and their supporters do
also, to keep them up to the mark.

The Minister for Mines: You ought nat
to be putting thoughts into their heads.

Mr. AXGELO: We saw last year how
irregularly members were {o be secn in
their seats. but now I think it will be found
that members will stick more closely to
them, A good deal has been said about
the Country Party during the course of the
debate. Even the last speaker threw a fow
houquets at the party to which I belong. T
would not have referred to the matter but
for the statement of the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin), who
said that there were some members who had
joined the Country TParty and who wera
rather sorry they had done so. He appeared
to look in my direction. I assure him that
I am not at all sorry T joined the Country
Party. I am satisfied that I did the best
possible thing for my electorate and the
State as a whole when I did so. -The Coun-
try Party, as it exists to-day, is a totally
different party from that which existed 13
months age. Some 18 months ago, when I

was first invited to join that party, I de- |

clined to do so. I said, as the member for
Xorth-East Fremantle has said, it was a
selfish party representing ome particular in-

dustry amoungst the primary products of the'

State. I said that whenever the association
could extend its objective to cover all
primary industries, and so that there would
be no mistake about its objects alter its
name to that of the Primary Producers’
Party, T would be only too pleased to join
it. 1 think the member for Kimberley (Jlr.
Prarack) replied in the same way, At the
ensuing conference, held 12 months ago to-
dauy, the pame was altered to the Primary
Producers” Party, ind the objective of that
hoily extended to cover all kinds of primary
industries,

Mr. Lambert: That is a very weak
apology.
Mr. ANGELO: Tt may be #0 in the

opinion of the hon. member, but not in the
opinion of those who count. The Primary

Producera’ Party represents all the primary -

products of the State, not only the farming
and wheat growing industry, but the mining
industry, of which the member for Cool-
gariie i3 a representative, and as such counld
safely join the party; the pearling indus-
try, the timber industry, and every primary
preduct in which the State is interested.

Ton. T, Walker: Would you include the
workers?

Mr. ANGELO: The workers have their
own organisation leoking after their inter-
ests. It is very desirable that the organisa-
tion to whieh I bhelong should also be
formed in the intergsts of the producers of
the State. I find no fault with the organ-
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iration that is lonking after the workers, Tt
is becaunse of that organisation that its
memhers have such different and better
conditions to work under than they had
before. Tt is only by organisation that a
ecommunity ean be built up. It may be
said that imitation is the sincerest form of
flattery. I do not mind if it is said that the
ciganisation referred to by the hon. memher
has set the example, and that the primary
producers have followed it.  The member
for Yilgarn (Mr. Corbey) referred to the
constitntion of the Primary Producers Party.
TP he will turn up that constilution he will
find its objects eovered by one paragraph—
To watch over and guard the interests of
the primary industries of the State, and
gencrally to promote the interests of those
engaged in such industries.

Mr. Lambert: That is for the masters.

Mr. ANGELO: Can any member find fanit
with that paragraph? This party embraces all
primary producers. We do not restriet onr mem-
bership to wealthy people. We have wenlthy
pastoralists amongst us, and also men who
ave striving day and night to enrn a smalt
pittance and make a living from their prim-
ary produets. Tt is the Juty of the party
to watch over every section of these prople
who depend upon their primary products tor
their living.

Hen. W, C. Angwin:
changed the name,

Mr. ANGELQ: The entire objective of the
organisation has been changed. We have com-
mittees in our association, one representing
the pastoralists, another the farmers, another
the fruit growers, another represcnting those
engaged in the mining industry, another re-
presenting those interested in the pearl shen
industry, and so forth, and they all send dele-
gates to the common executive body. What
organisation could be finer, or what betrer
eomld be done in the interests of the State?

Mr. Underwood: What do we care about
the party anyhow?

My, ANGELO: That is an extraordinary
remark when the hon. member must realise
what the party means in the government of
the State to-day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
yesterday.

Mr. ANGELQ: 'There is no need for Dr,
Page to say it. This party is now a totally
different one from what it was 13 months
ago. Then, this party had only one repre-
sentative in the Cabinet. Apart from Ton-
orary Ministers, we had only one member in
the Cabinet, as against five Minjsters of an-
other party.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Honorary Ministers
take the same rank in Cabinet as olher Min-
isters,

Mr. ANGELO: Yes; but it ig evidently seen
that Honorary Ministers arc not rtequired,
and, further, the Constitution lays down that
there shall be six executive Ministers. We
had one Minister 13 months ago: to-day we
have three Ministers—half the Cabinet. Fur-
ther, in this Chamber, which is the popular

You have only

Dr. Page said that
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Chamber. the House that deals with the
finaneial affaira of the State, we have three
out of five Ministers. T may go further and
sav that the Premier, although he does mnot
belong to the Country Party, is the finest
Country Party man in the House. ‘What
reason, then, have we to complain? We do
not complain, It is said the member for
Kataming (Mr. A, Thomson) held out a
threat the otber evening that if the Gov-
ernment did not de certain things the
Premier would be put out of offiee. T say
deliberately that no threat was nttered. There
was simply o deelaration of what the member
for Katanning himself thought and what the
other members of this party think, and what
every member on this side of the Housae
thinks; T may add, what every member on the
Opposition side of the House likewise thinks.

The Minigter for Works: The member for
Katanving said he spoke ou behalf of the
party.

Mr. ANGELO: 'The member for Katan-
ning could easily have said the same thing
on hehalf of every member of this House.
What he stated was simply that if the Pre-
mier, or any other memher of the Cabinet, did
not do his ntmost te keep down expenditure,
the present Government would have to he
replaced by another Cabinet. Has not every
other member of the House who has spoken
said practically the same thing? However, 1
gn further and say that the present Premier
and his Ministers nare doing their utmost to
keep down expenditure. T feel certain of
that; otherwise T should not snpport them.

Hon. W. . Angwin: But the member for
Katanning said that ‘your party had in-
strueted Ministers to do that,

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. member inter-
jecting is wrong. A threat is the deelaration
to a man who is not doing what he oueht to
do that he is to receive some punishment.
But here there was simply a declarvation that
if the members of the present Government did
not do their utmost to economise, they would
have to give way to some other Administra-
tion, T think the member for Kalanning was
perfectly right in making that deelaration,
and T consider that in deing so he was voie-
ing the opinion of the party ns a whole. Some-
thing has been said ahout Mr. Monger being
a Tsar over this party. At the time T joined
the Country Party, T i not know Mr, Mon-
ger; [ had mever met him up to that time,
However, T have since had the pleasure of
meeting him on many oceasions; and I say
emphatically that Western Australia has not
& more ardent patriot than Mr, Monger, the
president of the Primary Producers’ Asspeia-
tion.

The Minister for Works: That gentleman
aspires to be the dictator of Western Aus-
tralia.

Me. ANXGELO: Mr. Monger would be the
last man to do that. He could easily become
a member of this House, I know that, and 1
say it deliberately.

Hon. P. Collier: Mr. Monger would lose his
power if he became a member of Parliament.
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He would be merely a politician ther. He has
more pawer where he is.

Mr. ANGELO: I agree. The Country
Barty ean easily obtain members of Parlia-
ment to represent its interests, and ean prob-
ably get many Ministers to de so; but L
doubt if there is in Western Australia to-day
a man who could replace Mr. Monger as pre-
gident of that very important assdciation.

Hon, P, Collier: Hero-worship!

Mr., ANGELO: Mr, Monger is giving all
his time and energy to that important post
for the good of the State, of which he is a
native; and he is doing that work in an hon-
orary t‘apaeit_v. I would like to know how
many other so-called Tsars of other assecia-
tions give their time and énergy in an hon.
orary capacity. When I went to the first exe-
cutive meeting of the association, which I did
by invitation
* My Lambert: By command.

Mr. ANGELO: I was welcomed, and
was told that I should be welcome to any
and cvery meeting of the executive, that
1 was quite free to take part in the
exeeutive's deliberations but that it was
to be clearly understood I would not be
dictated to in any shape or form and
would be absolutely free regarding what
1 said and did in Parliament. If thers.
were even 25 per cent. of truth in what cer-
tain members have said about outside domin-
ation of this party, I for one, and I think
the member for imberley (Mr. Durack) as
well, would not remain in the party for five
minutes, The statement as to domination
from outside is absolutely untrue and with-
ount foundation.

Hon, P. Collier: Why only yourself and
the member for Kimberley? ™ Have yon no
snch faith in the other members sitting
aroend you? Do you mean that they would
put up with ocutside domination?

Mr. ANGELO: The member for Kimberley
and wmyself are the two latest to join the
Conntry Party. I do net wish to be mis-
understood at all. T feel perfeetly certain
that other members around me are of
exactly the same way of thinking, and
that if domination from outside were at-
temeted they woulill not atand it:

Mr, Mungie: Can you give an explanation
of that clausc in the constitution of the Prim-
ary Prodvecrs’ Assoriation to which the mem-
ber for Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy) made refer-
enee? .

Mr. ANGELO: I think T will leave
that to the member for Sussex’ (Mr. Pick-
cering), who has already stated his ingen-

tion of doing se. I do not wish to en-
creach on his domains, and I do not
like repetition in  this Chamber. One

aof the planks of the constitution of the Prim-
ary Producers’ Association is decentralisa-
tion; in fnet, that is one of the mnost import-
ant planks.

Fon. W. . Angwin: Your nssociation will
have to alter human nature,

Mr. ANGELQ: The Country Party are out
to make fhe State mere prosperous; that is to
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say, the rural portions of the State. Thoy
are out to break down the ever growing and
ever increasing ecities, which mean nothing
but raee suicide in the near future.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The pesition is the
same all over the world.

Mr. ANGELO: It is not so all over the
world. Take the ease of the United States
of North America. I only wish the hon.
member interjecting could have heard Dr.
Page’s speech last night, when all these
quegtions were dealt with, In that case the
hon. member would be a wiser man than he is
to-day. Of the finances we have heard a
good deal, and I shall not dwell on that sub-
ject, as there will be an opportunity of deal-
ing with it Iater. However, a few words ap-
peared in the Press to the effect that I had
said in this Chamber that I was satisfied
with the condition of the finances. That is
absolutely not the ease. Only a maniac could
be gatisfied with the present state of the
finances, which is most unsatisfactory. What
I did say was that the Premier’s statement
as to the finances, and the Premier’s explana-
tion of why his anticipations had pot been
realised, were satisfactory to me. The reason
is obvious. How can any Treasurer or any
businers man who forms his estimates have
those estimates verified if there is an outside
body like the Arbitration Court coming in to
upset his ealeulations? T am not objecting
te the wages which the Arbitration Court has
granted, bot I contend that the Premier’s
estimates were totally npset by the court’s
awards. T am not saying that the wages
awarded were just or were unjust; but those
wages were undonbtedly the reason why
the Premier’s forecasts were not verifted.

The Minister for Works; The Premier has
stated that.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. So far as T am con-
cerned, that oxplanation is perfectly satis-
factory; and I fail to see how the Premier
could be expected to do better.

Mr, Lambert: But what about the increnses
in fares and freights?

Mr. ANGELO: There is, however, ono
phase of the Arbitration Court with which
I cannot agree, and that is the retrospective
nature of some of its awards. I do not think
it fair that either the Asbiration Court or any
other tribunal should deliver retrospectivia
awards,

Hon. P. Collier: Retrospective awards are
a fair thing if we are not providing such
machinery as will enable men to secure
awards promptly. If the men are kept wait-
ing six months for their duve, then it is a
fair thing to make the award retrospective.

My, ANGELO: The sooner we provide
machinery to do away with restrospective
awards, the better.

Hon. P. Collier: There is a ease now on
the list of the Arbitration Court, which has
been there sinee last October.

Mr., ANGELO: Such a position is ridieul-
ous, and thould be rectified as spcedily as
posgible, 1 am very pleased that since the
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debate on the Supply Bill the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition have agreed
that there is a good deal of Federal ex-
travagance, and that our unfavourable
finaneial position is in large measurs due
to that Federal extravagance.

lIon. P. Collier: The ¥ederal people have
rectified all that. They are saving £1,200
a year in printing!

Mr. ANGELO: I have already given notice
of a motion for the appomtment of a select
committee to consider thu reiations between
this State and the Commonwealth, and T
trust hon. members will agree to that maotion,
so that we can thoroughly inquire how Fed-
eration is affecting Western Australia, and
g0 that we ean prepare our case for the forth-
coming convention. We understand that a
convention is to be held very shortly. As sooun
as the necessary measure has been passed
by the Federal Parliament, there will he a
rush to eleet delegates, and then those
delegates will be rushed over to Melbourna
to attend the convention, and there is con-
siderable danger that they will not know
what they areé sent to the convention for.
ITon. members who have happened to be con-
cerned in litigation know that a man who
has an action to bring does not simply
present himself before a barrister and tell
him the faets of the case and say, **Go into
comt and argue the case on my behalf,?!
The usual and proper course is for the man
to go to a solicitor, who looks carefully into
the case, and then prepares a brief for the
barrister, who goes inte court and pleads,
That is the precedure this State should adopt
with regard to the approching convention.
We shonld appoint a select ecommittee to act
as a firm of solicitors on behalf of this State,
to collect the evidenece, and te submit some-
thing in the nature of a brief to the dele-
gates who will represent Western Auastralia
in Melbourne at the convention. Now I come
te the North-West. For the lagt four years
the Governor’s Speech has contained a para-
graph dealing with the North-West—a para-
graph regularly every session, That para-
graph has invariably made promises of early
development of the North-West. I think the
thing started with three lines, and got ta
five, and then reached seven. This year's
Governor’s Speech, however, containg 10 lines
devoted to the North-West. In my opinion,
the time has arrivedl when the Govermment
and this House must take into serious cou-
sideration the Jdevelopment of the North-West,
There must be no more hesitation in the
matter. As many of us are aware, a strong
movement already cxists for the creation of
new States. The convention is due at the
end of this year or the beginning of next,
and probably there will not be another
convention for 20 vears to come; and there-
fore the movement for the ereation of new
States will use every endeavour to place
that objective before the Australian people
and before the convention.

Mr. Pickering: Do yon favour a north-
west State?



[17 Aveusr, 192].]

Mr. ANGELO: TUnless the Government
take immediate steps to develop the North,
1 e¢an see no other way to achieve that object
except hy the ercation of a new State. We
all know that the only title whieh Australians
have to hold this vast continent is effective
oceupation. A new world has been created
sinée the War, and one of the most importang
centres of that new world is the Pacific,
with America on one side of it, and Japan
and Australia on the other. We must have
effeetive oceupation of every portion of this
vagl territory of ours if the Australians are
to bold Australia. We must never lose sight
of the faet that adjeining our very -shores
there are countries with close on one thousand
‘millions of people, -whieh popaulation is in-
ereaging at the rate of five millions per an-
num. That is to say, the yearly increase of
those ecountries is equivalent to the entire
population of Australia, That is why 1
think it essential that something should be
dene immediately towards the development of
this vast territory ealled the North-West,
which at present is carrying not more than
3,000 people. It is the most vulnerable part
of Australia,

Mr, Pickering: Is it any different from
the Northern Territory?

Mr. ANGELO: When I speak of the
North-West, [ incluode the Northern Terri-
tory. Our North-West and the Northern
Territory adjoin each other, and one is just
as vulnerable as the other. And T think that
the fiasco that has taken place in the devel-
opment of the North-West territory shows
conelusively that the development of that
part of the State as a whole cannot be suve-
cessfully carried out execept by a Government
domiciled within the territory itself .

Mr. Money: Quite right; it cannot be
done from outside. .

Mr. ANGELO: The Minister for Mines
said last year that the developwent of the
North-West eonld not be undertaken for 25
years. What will happen if it is not devel-
oped within the next 10 years?

Ar. Lambert: IIe meant when the pastoral
lenses ceased to exist.

Mr. ANGELQ: He dJid net wmean any-
thing of the kind. What he meant was that
the Government were so busy developing the
South-West that they had no time to de-
velop the North. Tle declared that it would
be soon enough to tackle the North-West in
25 years’ time. Where does he expect the
North-West to be in that time?

The Premier: 1le was referring to the
Northern Territory.

Mr. ANGELQO: He was referring to the
North-West and he made the remark by way
of interjection when the Jeader of our party
wasg speaking. I ean show it to the Premier
in ‘‘Hansard.’” In the same way as this
part of the State has suffered by reasen of
its immense distance from the Pedera! eapi-
tal, so are we in the North-West suffering be-
cause of our distanee from the seat of Gov-
ernment in Perth. Four years pgo when I
had the honour of moving the Address-in-

265

reply, I advocated that a North-West depart-
ment should be formed and that a Minister
for the North-West should he appointed.
What I advocated was carried out in the
following week—n departiment was created
and the Minister for the North-West was ap-
pointed. Now, in addition, a Commissioner
for the North-West has been appeinted and
in connection with that office, I would
like to say that the North-West members
have not been asked by the Minister to
meet the newly appointed Conmunissioner. T
dc not think anyone of us has met him yet.
I was told by a friend of this gentleman
only this morning that the newly appointed
Cominissioner is pleased with his job and that
he expeets to spend three months of each year
in the North-West and nine months in
Ferth, Ti that is to be the position, it was
stmply ridiculons to appoint him. We have
a Minigter domiciled in Perth and he has
his secretary and staff here. If we do not
get separation and have our own Govern-
ment, the chief administrative oficer must
live ull the time in the North-West. If he
is not prepared to do that, the position will
be untenable. Unfortunately, we have lost
the services of Mr. Tindale, North-West
members were unanimously of opinion that
Mr. Tindale was the man we should have
had for the job. He was a good engineer
aml knew North-West conditions thoroughly.
FEveryone would have weleomed his appoint-
ment.

The Minister for Works:
keen on it

Mr. ANGELO: That, I understand, is the
easc.

Mr. Johnston: You have just as good a
main now.

Mr. Munsic: What does he know about
the North-West?

Mr. ANGELO: The trouble is that. he
does not know North-West conditions and
it will take a year or two before he can
acquire the knowledge which will be neces-
sary for so important & job as that. The
Minister is there to control and administer
the department, and it would be a good
iden if he were to meet the four representa-
tives of the North-West in this House, and
the three in the Upper House to consult on
eveérything connected with the development
of that part of the' State and the policy
generally to be adopted. 1t is all very well
to have a department, a Minister, a Com-
niissioner and members of the staff, but
what can be done without money? To
develop a huge territory like the North-
Wost requires money, and there is mnot
sufficient in the small votes which are pro-
vided from loans. What I urge i that a
speeial loan of two millions be authorised
exclusively for the development of the
North, I do not say that it should be spent
at once, but we should make o start at no
distant date becanse if we d¢ not give it
the attention which it deserves, and occupy
it successfully, there is nothing more cer-
tain than that we shall lose that territory.

He was not
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As a natter of fact, the North-West at pres-
ent is a menace to the Commonwealth and the
Empire,

Hon. W. ('. Angwin: Divide it up inte
small States.

Mr. ANGELO: I am contending that that
will prebably be necessary. If that were
done, it would certainly be developed very
much more rapidly. It might be said that
there is no precedent for raising a special
loan for the development of a particular
part of the State. [ would, however, refer
hon, members to the loan whieh was raised
for the development of the goldfelds. I
think that loan was for the sum of three
millions and "the object was to provide a
water supply for Coolgardie and Kalgoorlic.
That constituted the development of a
partienlir portion of the State. Why not
de the same for the North-West?

The Premicr: There were 50,000 people
on the goldfields,

Mr, ANGELO: There would be 50,000
peopiec and more in the North-West if it
were developed. T repeat that the North-
Woest, as it is, i3 o menace to Australia, and
if we want to keep it we must populate it
and develop it. If the Government think
they are not able to do this, let them say
so, and then the Commonwealth can be
asked to ereate a new State. The North-
West then will work out 1ts own salvation
and end the present unsatisfactory state of
affairs. Being a West Australian I do not
wish to see a separate State created.
I would prefer to see the West Australian
Government holl on te it. If it s
possible to do that, so much the better be-
eanse [ am satisfied that the North-West is
one of the finest assets Western Australia
bhas. Even if it be not possible to raise a
sperial loan, T wonld suggest that from now
on separate accounts be kept in connection
with the development of the North-West,

The Premicr: That wounld create a bad
feeling straight away.

Mr. ANGELO: T do not think so. Later
cn a separate State may have to be created
there, and the keeping of separate aceounts

from now would prove a great help to those

who wounld subseguently have eontrol.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: You would build up
a big city at Broome.

Mr. ANGELQ: What has happened in
Queensland? Brisbane is a fairly big city
and there are many good-sized towns north
of Brisbane. Those towns are conneeted
with the hinterland by rail, and that should
be the policy adepted in connection with
the opening up of the Worth-West. Spur
lines will be necegsary to connect the vari-
ous ports with the producing areas. In that
way we too would have fairsized towns
along the coast and these would become
the termini of the varions lines. 'The mem-
ber for Pilbara (3Mr. Underwood) expressed
the opinion last night that the Government
should purchase a new steamer. I do mot
wish to sce the Government buy any more
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ordinary boats for the North-West. If, liow-
ever, they intend to provide new boats, those
vessels should be built with every considera-
tion for the peculiarities of the North-West
coast.

Mr. AMc¢Callum:
Australia.

Mr, ANGELO: Why net, if we ecan build
them in Australia? What T wish to point
ont is, however, that the coast is what
might be called exacting, and vessels must
be specially built to successfully engage in
trade on that coast. Our experience bhas
proved that it is not possible to buy a
vessel that is suited to the conditions. At
the present time there are three service- -
able boats on that coast, and one of them
stunds alone as the most satisfactory that
we have ever had. T have travelled on-all
the boats which have traded on that coast
during the past 30 years, from the ill-fated
‘“Koombana’’ to the ‘“Rob Roy,”” and I
can say that the ‘' Minderoo’ stands out

They could be built in

nlone. That vessel was built specially
for the North-West trade, and while
the ‘'Charon’’ and the ‘‘Gorgon’’ are

also excelient Dboats, they have not been as
aueerssful as the ‘‘Minderoo.”’’ This is
what T told the Premier last year when the
Government sent Home a man to advise on
the kind of boat that should be secured for
the North-West trade. The ‘‘Bambra’’ is
quite unsaitable. She draws too mueh water
and is too slow, and does not carry suoffi-
cient cargo to make the rum profitable.
Let me give an instance. The other
day she was sent to Carnarvon for a load of
sheep. She was doing nothiag at the time
and to earn freight it was good Dbusiness to
send her, bui she only earried 3,000 sheep,
whereas the ‘‘Minderoo’’ eonld have carried
5,000 or 6,000.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We were lucky to
get the ' Bambra’’ when we did.

“Mr. ANGELO: Under the new arrange-
ments bronght into foree in connection with
the Navigation Act, a boat trading between
two States is eonsiderably handicapped. The
trips whieh the ‘“Bambra'’ makes to Port
Darwin and which oceupy four days, must re-
sult in a big loss, Tf that extension were cnt
out I feel eertain that the ‘‘Bambra’” would
be able to make twa additioval trips to the
North-West each year. Referenee was made
to the loss whieh had been sustained by the
Port Hedland-Marble Bar Railway. Last year
T took the trouble to get the exact figures for
the previous five ycars and found that from a
loss of some £2,000 or £3,000 during the first
years, that had been turned to a profit of
£400 or £500 in the last year. That,
of course, was before interest amdl sink-
ing fund had been deducted, so that on
the operations for the year the loss
wag about £11,000. A econsiderable amount
of increascd benefit rould be obtained from
this railway. Pastoralists in other districts
have to pay for the carringe of their wool
and stores, awd it workas out at ahout
1s. 9d. per ton per wile. In addition, they
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have to provide baek loading.  Taking the
latter into counsideration, it means that the
cost representa abent 28, if not more, to
bring the wool down to "the port, and the
same charge is levied on the amall amount of
goods needed for the station requirements.
The Port Hedland line has been engaged in
rarrying wool and goods for Gd. a mile. That
is the charge levied upen the pastoralists in
that area; they could easily pay 1s., if not
more. Why should the pastoralists in that
area have such an advantage over pastoralists
in other distriets? " Last year I urged that a
railway shounld be taken from Carnarvon to
the Junetion. I underatand that a report has
been supplie:l by Mr. Tindale regarding the
proposition, but T have not scen it. In mak-
ing out estimates of expenditure and reveaue
in commection with that proposed railway, 1
put down 1s. per ton per mile for the carriage
of wool and produce. The pastoralists would
alse pay that amouunt on the gools carried
back by train omn the return journey. In
these days 1s. per ton per mile is little
enough for pastoralists to pay for these ad-
vantagea.

Hon. W, . Angwin: Are you listening to
these remarks, Mr, Minister for Railways?

The Minister for Mines: T have taken a
note of them. .

Mr. ANGELO: T do not see why the pas-
toraliats shoeld have the advantages of the
railway and not pav for them. The Premicr
has stated that £16,000,000 is to be spent upon
a closer settlement scheme in the South-West.
I have nothing against anv closer settlement
scheme in the Scuth-West, but the State is up
apainst a pretty tough proposition at the pre-
sent time.  Money is badly wanted and time
is the essence of the contract,
West, it must be remembered, we will have
to wait for from 7 to 10 ycars before such
a scheme would heeome profitable.

Mr. Pickering: You are taking a pesamistic
point of view,

Mr. ANGELO: There is a tremendous
anount of clearing to be doue in the South-

_ West anill some of the soil is sour and has to

" be sweetened. On the other hand, a land
settlement scheme in the North-West would
be reproductive inside 18 months.

Mer, Pickering: Have you had anv experi-
ments to prove that?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, and that is the re-
sult.

Mr. Pickering:
ments undertaken?

Mr., ANGELO: In the Gasccyne, and in
districts further north,

Mr. Pickering: The people have not taken
on this proposition,

Mr. ANGELO: They have never had any
encouragement. I will give hon. members
one case to demonstrate what I mean, Some
two years ago a gentleman representing a
Melbourne syndicate approached the Govern-
ment with a request to be allowed to purchase
from 7,000 te 10,000 acres mear Carnarvon
and he giarantced to spend £30,000 in de-
velopmental work during the first three years.

Where were the experi-

Tn the South-

Mer. That must have been De
Garis.

Mr. ANGELO: No, it was not De Garis.
The Government kept this man waiting for
two years and then the proposition was turned
down,

Mr. McCallum: What is the explanation?

Mr. ANGELO: T have never heen able to
get a satisfactory explanation. One sugges-
tion was that the present Aet only allowed
a person to take up 1,000 acres and therefore
a special Act would have to be prepared to
deal with the position. This sayndicate waited
for over two years without any satis-
foetory results. [ want to ask fhe Premier
i in the event of a comrany being pre-
pared to spend £200,000 on an approved
proposition in the Gascoyne, £100,000 to be
spent in the first ten years, he would be pre-
pared to sell. the eompany 50,000 neres. Tt
the Premier gives a satisfactory answer to
that question, an application for that arca
will he placed in his hands within a weck
anfl a guarantee will be given that the sum
mentioned will be spent in a developmental
scheme in that distriet.

The Premier: T think you had better give
notice of the question.

Mr. ANGELO: T hope that the Premier
will think about this matter. T am not kite
flving or in any way making fun of the
Hounse, This ig a seriouws, solid proposition,

The Premier: You show the £200,000 and
I will give you an answer.

Mr., ANGELO: What does the Premier
mean! TDoes he simply want an assurance or

FPickering:

. proof that the mouney will be available?

Mr. Jolmston: ¥He wants you to show the
bona fides of the offer, .

The Minister for Agriculture: Show us the
money, Who is the man?

Myr. ANGELO: It is not a man; it is o
company who are prepared to take on this
proposition. T have been urging the Govern-
ment to do something along these lines for
some years past. The Geovernment will -not
do it. Are they prepared to allow private
enterprise to carry it on? That is the ques-
tion which I put to the Premier. It is abso-
Iutely necessary that these lands in the Norvth-
West should be populated and developed, The
Goverument have already turned down one
proposition from a private source. They have
not gone seriously into the matter themselves.

The Premier: We turned down a proposi-
tion certainly, but you show us your £200,000
ovr_prove that you have got it and we will
talk business.

Mr, ANGELO: I feel certain that the com-
pany will not ask the Government for .any
title to the land nntil they have spent the
money I have mentioned. Does tle Premier
expect them to put the £200,000 on the Table?
It will be a solid eompany and E am perfectly
satisfied that they will satisfy the Premier
on all points.

The Premier: Very well,

Mr. ANGELO: The idea is to get Anglo-
Indiang, not coloured men, but old civil ser-
vants and army officers who have lived in a



268

tropical elimate for years past, to come to West-
ern Australia, It is considered that the elim-
atie conditions in the Gascoyne will be more
snitable to them than the climate further
south. :

The Premier: I will meet you.

Mr. ANGELQ: Such a scheme would not
interfere with any land settlement proposals
down south. Markets for what the people
will produce np there are available in the
adjoining islands in the Duteh East Indies.

Mr, Pickering: I thought you wanted to
grow bhananas. ’

Mr. ANGELQ: That is only one product
of many that can be grown in the Gascoyne
cistriet. The settlers there could go in for
dairying and butter making to an extent
which would astonish even the member for
Sussex. I hope that, should there be an ex-
tension of the State shipping serviee, it will
be to the Dutch East Indies. I spoke on this
matter last year and I notice from the daily
Press that the Minister for Mines stated he
was going to encourage an extemsion of the
State steamship service to Java and that he
was going up himself to inaugurate the trade.
I have heard sinee that the Government have
purchased a number of eattle and sheep to
send up there. I hope that is not so.

The Premier: We have not purchased them
to engage upon the trade ourselves, but only
as agents for the Duteh Government.

™Mr. ANGELO: T am glad to hear that,
for 1 do not want to see the State embarking
upon another State enterprise. I am ecertain
we could encourage a splendid trade with the
islands from our North-Western
Last year I had four cablegrams in one day
asking for sheep for Singapore. The pro-

posals had to be turned down becaunse there-

was not freight available.

The Minister for Mines: Was that the only
reason?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes.

The Minister for Mines:
sure¥

Mr. ANGELO: That was the only reason.
We tried to get freight on the Singapore
hoats, but they werc all bound to serve onc
man.

The Minister for Mines: Now you are giv-
ing some information; that is more like it.

Mr. ANGELQ: The freight was not avail-
able, for what freight was available had al-
ready been taken by this individual. Tt was
not left idle, for the freight was being used
fully by that man. We hoped to get some other
line by which to ship the sheep, but, so far,
no way has been found ont of the diffieulty.
Regarding the trade with Singapore and
Java, T have for some years heard it said that
the Bingapore market for beef was limited.
That may be so, for there may be a small
pepulation at that port to be served with
meat, but, on the other hang, there is a tre-
mendous trade to be done with the ships that
eall at Siogapore, which is the third largest
port in the world,

The Minister for Mines: It is the largest
trans-shipment port in the world.

Are yon quite

districts-
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AMr. ANGELO: There is a tremendous ton-
nage entering and leaving that port. If
floating abattoirs were centred at Singapore,
then our ships could take the bullocks to Sin-
gapore and place them aboard the abattoirs.
The requirements for the shore could be

‘taken off and the cattle could be kept aboard,

fed and slaughtered as required. Ships com-
ing inte the harbour would see the flonting
abattoir and give their orders, receiving their
supplies almest immediately.

The Minister for Mincs: Do you suggest
that we should provile the flosting abattoira?

Mr. ANGELO: I intended to suggest
that a3 the ‘‘Kwinana’’ is about to be
serapped, she could be used for that pur-
pose, The vessel could be towed to Hinga-
pore and turned inte floating abattoirs.
The bullecks could be put aboard and
glanghtered in due vourse,

The Minister for Mines: I thought jyou
did not waut any more State trading con-
cerns,

Mr, ANGELO: I think speculators couid
be found who would be preparedsto lease
the ‘‘Kwinana’’ and carry on the work at
Singapore. At any rate, T made that sugges-
tion because I heard thxt the Govermmen:
are going in for this trade and that they
are sending up sheep and cattle for that
purpose,

The Minister for Mines: We arce sending
them to the Duteh Government, aml we are
acting on their behalf ounly.

Mr, ANGELO: That is all right then.
Coming to the Wyndham and Carnarvoun
‘works, [ eonsider it is regrettable that these
two works should not be operating at the
present time. While I was East some time
ago, I had many conversations with the
weat people there. [ told them of ‘our diffi-
culties und was informed that T should be
very glad that our troubles were so small.
1 was informed that there were numbers of
worka throughout Australia which were not
operating and which had contracts for the
purchase of stock and labour, in connee-
tion with which contracts they had to pay
heavy sumas.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr, ANGEL(Q: Before tea I was refer-
ring to the meat works at Wyndham and
at Carnarvon. 1! mentioned that in econ-
versation with some of the meat people in
the East T was told we ought 10 congider
curselves lucky that our position is not
worse than it is, At Carparvon the
works are practically completed b't, owing

to the miserable prices offered for the
produet, it is impossible to profitably
operate those works at present. However,

I think the district and the State can be
congratulated on having the works ready
for operation immedintely the markets im-
prove. Had the building of those works
becu loft wonl now, when the prices of
wool and meat have so greatly depreciated,
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I am certain the works wounld not have
been started for some tine to come. I hear
that the Government have not purchased
any stock in anti¢ipation of resuming opera-
tions at the Wyndham Meat Works. Con-
fequently, to at least that extent they are
in a better position than they might other-
wige have been. I still think the Govern-
ment should have got rid of those works.
Three years ago I told them that they could
get a quarter of a million for the works,
and I strongly advised them to sell, and
make the first loss the last,

Mr. Johnston: And that loss over half
s million!

Mr. ANGELO: T am pretty sure that it
will now be considerably over a million.
However, if we were to cut down the capi-
tal and get rid of the works to a rumpany
of loeal pastoraliste, or lease them for a
long term at a minimum rental, the Gov-
ernment woul@ be well advised to do so.

Mr. Maon: Would the local pastoralisis
take them?

Mr. ANGELQC: They might, at a reason-
able figure. Since the last Parliament, we
in the North have had the pleasure of a
viait from ‘he Premier. While there he was
tot only weather-bound but *‘beknighted.’’
I congratulate him on his knighthood, but
it certainly wag a pity that he should have
been weather-bound, for he was unable to
se¢ either the Gascoyne or the Murchison,
and under this disability he® cannot have
anything like a fair idea of the potentiali-
ties of the North-West. For years past
northern members, in endeavouring to im-
press the Promier with the possibilities of
the North, have met with rather an unsym-
pathetic hearing. Yet immediately the
Premier returns from the North-West we
read a most glowing Press interview, in
whieh he spoke in the highest terms of alt
that he had seen. T am very pleased that
he visited the North, and I trust that other
Ministers and members will make a similar
trip.

Mr. Boyland: Has he promised any assist-
ance to the fisheries?

Mr. ANGELO: [ am very much dis-
appointed with the Premier’s attitnde in
that connection. After several years of
endeavour, we have been able to persnade
n man, representing a company, to spend
£12,000 in cstablishing a fishing industry
at Carnarvon; but owing to the abnormal
expense and unexpected trouble in the dis-
tribution of fish in the metropolitan area,
where he has to compete with the fish ring,
he found he was £3,000 or £4,000 short of
his requirements. He offered the whole of
his securities to the Government for a tem-
porary loan of this amount, but his offer
was refused.

Mr. Mann: Are not his works so situated
that they eannot be economically operated?

Me. ANGELO: No, that is absolutely
wrong. The works are on the most suitable
site imaginable. A lot of this man’s pro-

_metropolitan area.
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duet is now being distributed through the
The trouble is that he
requires a little more money to put into the
distribution and, further, to insulate the
sfeamer ‘¢Torrens,”’ whieh the Government
bave leased to him, and so enable him to

.give the Shark Bay pearlers an assured

living in catching fish for him untid) the
price of shell returns to normal. However,
the Goveroment have turned down bhis pro-
position, and he is now in the Eastern States
endeavouring to raise the capital he requires.
Lf he be successful I feel sure that fish, in-
stead of being, as it is to-day, a luxary in the
metropolitan area, will become a staple artiele
of diet. The Premier was very much im-
pressed also with the possibilities of tropical
agriculture. He enumerated a number of
products that can be grown up there. What
I objeet to is that he has robbed me of my
title, for whereas until recently I was known
in the House as ‘‘the member for bananas,’’
we now hear the Premier irreverently referred
to as ‘‘Banana Jimmy.”’ I do urge the Gov-
ernment to atford members generally an op-
portunity for seeing the North-West for
themselves. Dr, Page last night told an aud-
icnee that he is advocating closer settlement
in his electorate, about 200 miles from Syd-
ney, that at last he had sueeceeded in per-
suading 36 members of the Legislature of
New South Wales to visit his electorate, and
that out of the 36 who went, 33 had not seen
the district before. How many members of
this Assembly know anything at all about
the North-West and other outlying portions
of the State? The Minister for the North-
West has paid one visit to the North, but it
is impozsible in the course of a flying trip to
make oneself acquainted with the capabilities
of the distriet. Again, we degire to see some
of our friends arrive up there during the
summer, when they would be able to appraise
the adverse conditions with which the men
and women there have to contend.

My, Mann: Under that plan, you will not
get population up there.

Mr. ANGELQ; We shall get the population
all right, but it will take time. Let me refer
to the shearing trouble. The member for
South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) the other
night expressed regret that the pastoralists
would not agree to go to arbitration. If that
offer had been made when the trouble first
started, the pastoralists would have readily
accepted the invitation. But it is too late
now, .

Mr. Underwood: The A.W.U. cannot get
before the Arbitration Court,

Mr., ANGELO: But they could have gone
to private arbitration. However, the
trouble has been going on for three
months, and half the shearing has been
done at 1920 rates, so what is the use of
going to arbitration now? The strike is
going strong, and so is the shearing—that is
the pesition to-day. It is up to those who
are holding out to realise that they haves
made a mistake, Tt i never discreditable to
acknowledge a mistake, and without doubt o
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mistake has been made. For four successive
years have the shearers asked for increased
-rates and, generally those incrcased rates
have been conceded. Now, however, they are
up against a brick wall. They are asking
the pastoralists to pay increased rates when
the industry eannot possibly afford it. We
occasionally see reports of good sales of
wool but, taking the prices as a whole,

they will not allow the pastoralist to
acvede, to  the new demand made upon
him. ~ According to an article to-day,
we learn  that six million bales have
to be mot rid of before prices can be-

come anvthing like normal, and the present
low prices of wool are bound to continue. T
trust that the Trades Iall officials will yet
see¢ that thev have made a mistake, and will
come along and allow-the shearing to proceed
at the 1920 rates, which the.pastoralists are
prepared to pay. [ think the pastoralists
themselves aye largely to blame for the pres-
ent position. Tf they had organised as they
shonld have done years agoe, they would have
heen able to resist an unjust demand such as
T consider this to be. T do not say that they
should organise to resist a just demand; [
do not think they would de so, but when eon-
fronted with an unjust demand, swch as [
consiller this to be, they shonld be able to
regist it.  The Country Party have organised;
we have followed the example set hy tho
Labour Party. Tmitation, we are told, i3
the sincerest formm of flattery. The pastoral-
ists shonld follow this lead. They should
orgnnise in order to be ready to meet any
unjust Jdemand of thiz kind, We all know
that a pannikin might leok all right, but
there might be a hole in the bottom of it,
making it uscless for its purpose. This is
the position of the pastoralists to-day. Two-
thirds or three-fourths of the pastoralists
are combined in the Pastoralists’® Assaeiation,
but unforfunately there is a leakage, TUntil
they van get the pastoralists now standing
out to combine with them, they will be
unable to stand np against unjust demands.
Some members might ask, ' ‘How can you
make the men who are standing out Join
the association?’’ T say ‘‘Follow the ex-
ample of the other associations, and if they
do not come in, boycott them and treat
them as outsiders.’’ This could eazily be
doue. Good organisation is required to
meet good organisation on tne other side.

Hon. P. Collier: You are advecating com-
polsory unionism,

Mr. ANGELO: For their own protection,
the pastoralists will have to do it.

Hon. . Collier: We were severely criti-
cised years ago for having done the same
thing.

Mr. ANGELO: T recognise what organisa-
tion has done for the Labour Party, and 1 for
one am not too proud to follow that ex-
ample in connection with anything with which
T am auwsociated. 1 am very pleased to sce
my friend, the member for Greennngh (Hon,
. K. Maley), oceupying a seat on the Min-
isterial benches. 1 am pleased especiallv for
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the reason that he ix practically a young man.
Unfortunately, in moxt cases, Ministers of
the (‘rown are selevted from the older men,
whose years of life are pretty well spent, and
by the time they reach Cnbinet ranlk, they
ara too ol to Iw of much service to the
State.

Hon. P. Collicr: Do vou assert that the
Minister for Works is too old to be of muoel
service to the State!

Mr, ANGELO: The Minister for Works
is doing good wark.

Hon. P. Collier: s he too old now?

Mr. ANGELO: There is a provision in the
Public Service Act which compels public ser-
vants to retire at 60 or 63 vearr of age, but
this need not apply to Cabinet Ministers. 1f
the member for Greenough makes good, he
will have many years of good serviees in front
of him. 1ie has already shown that he is Ae-
sirous of improving his department, a depart-
ment which T have said in this House pre-
viously is the most important we have in the
serviee of the Sfate, It will be fdue to the
geod or bad advice given by th> Department
of Agriculture and its officers whether West-
ern Anstralia ever becomes a great country.
T am glad to learn of the reforms which the
Minister is earvviag out, and T trust he will
be successfnl in his work, During the course
of this debate, we have heard a little about
the ecoxt of living. A great deal has been
said about the price of wheat, and a fair
amount has heen said regarding the proposal
te increase the price of breal by 2 14d. per
loaf, Of eourse that woull be bad enongh,
but with all due eredit to thos» who are try-
ine to keen down the pries of bread, T would |
ask. what is the importance of this *4d. on a
loaf camrared with the price we sre paying
for meat?! This, T ronsider, is a greater in-
instice to the people of the metropolitan area
than an inerease of 14d. on the loat of Lread
worlil he,

Hon. P. Collier: Why not have a woril
with those North-West meat kings?

Mr. ANGELO: 1 wish it tn e elearly
understood that the grower is not cetting the
profit. Let me prove it.

Hon. . Collier: Ts it the middle man’

Mr, ANGELO: When T was in Svduey a
month agn, T took particnlar notice of the
market. Prime full-woolled wethers were soli-
ing at 234, and 26s. o head. Good cattle of
about 80Nbs. weight were selling at £13. Over
here, enly last weck, bullocks bhrought £12,
anil prime Carnarvon wethers, full woolled,
bronght 16s. in the market., Those wethers
were carrying wool to the value of from 4s.
6. to 55 and thev were 5(-1b wethers. Tn-
fortunately, 300 of them were mine, so T know
what T am talking about. This meana that
the whalesale buteher got those wethers for
about 11s. each and the meat, therefore, cost
him less than 3d. a b, Tn Sydney similar
wethers were bringing 23s. and 20s. a head.

AMr, Willcock: I do not think so.

Mr. ANGELO: T saw them sold at the
markets; T am speaking of the wholesale
price. In Sydney T went round from shop to
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shap and found that prime sirloin was being
retailed at 9d. a Ib., prime ribs at 7d., legd
of mutton and mid-loin chops at Gd., corned
beef at 3d., and Tlbs: of corned mutton for
1s. TUntil last week, when there was a fall
of 1d. a 1b. in prices, we in Perth were pay-
ing 11d. to 1s. a lb. for sirlein, 11d. for
legs and loin chops, and Gd. to 7d4. a 1b, for
corned Dbeef. These figures show a difference
of 25 to 30 per cent. in the wholesale priec
aund 25 to 30 per cent. in the retail price be-
tween Perth and Sydney, so that the middle-
man here is getting 50 to G0 per cent. more
than the middleman in Sydney.

Mr, Underwood: And we have a priece-
raising Commission, too.

Mr. ANGELO: 'We have a Prices Regnla-
tion Commission. Why there should be such
a fuss about a paltry increase of 14d. on a
loaf of bread when people are being asked
to pay for meat at least 50 per cent. more
than the people of Sydney, taking into con-
gideration the prices to the producers and the
consnmers, { cannot understand. Why is this
position of affairs existing to-day?

Mr. Heron: New Sonth Wales has a
Labour Government.

Mr. ANGELO: Surely the hon, member
does not infer that the Government of this
State are supporting the middleman, It is
not the grower who is pgetting this extra
money; in fact the grower here is not getting
anything like so much nas the producer in
New South Wales is getting, and yet con-
sumers here are paying more, The Prices
Regulation Commission should inquire info
this matter, I wish to point out what these
comparatively high prices for meat mean to
the metropolitan area.. I guwarantee that
the average person in the metropolitan
arca can afford to eat meat only once
a day at present, owing to the high
prices, but if these prices were lowered
to anything like those ruling in Syd-
ney, or to what they ought to be here, people
would be able to "have meat two or three
times a day. TIf they ate more meat, they
would eat less butter, bacon and other things
which we have to import from the Eastern
States. Further, the pastoralists who at pre-
sent find it diffienlt to discover markets for
their stock would have an increased market
here because of the heavier consumption.
T ask the Government to take this matter
in hand immediately and see if the priece
of meat cannot be lowered to something like
a reasonable figure, lowered to the cousumer
and if possible rased a little for live stock
in the interests of the producer. T
notice by the Governor's Speech that
a great number of new Bills, some of them
important, are to be brought down. T
trust that these Bills will be introluced mueh
carlier this scssion than has heen the praetice
in time past. Among the Bills listed are the
Factories and Shops Amcendment, the Land
Act Amendment and other measnres which are
necessary simply to rectify mistakes made in
previous legislation owing to the Bills having
been tnshed through the House during the
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last hours of the session. I trust that the
Government will see that these measures are
introduced earlier in order to give the Iouse
a better opportunity to consider the various
provisions before they are finally passed. I
had expected during the course of this debate
to hear some discussion on the Licensing Act
under which a poll was reeently taken, I
trust that the amending measure will be a
comprehensive one whieli will have the effect
of controlling the consumption of liquor to
a reasonable degree. T helieve that liguor is
one of the greatest curses and also one of
the pgreatest blessings, and when legislating
we should legislate against the eurse part
and leave the blessing part alone.

The Minister for Agrieulture: What is the
blessing part? ,

Mr. ANGELO: According to the gquantity
and the frequency with which liquor is taken,

The Minister for Mines: Are you going to
muzzle a man to make him take less?

Mr. ANGELO: XNo, legislate against the
eurse part so that those people who take it
in moderation shall not be affected by the
measere. My opinion is that if the existing
law had been properly administered in the
past, the trouble which the country has ex-
pertenced owing to over-indulgence by people
would have been very much minimised. Prob-
ably the proposed Bill will cover any defects
which the present Act contains. The licens-
ing law is a most important one and it should
be carefully administered. I suggest that the
Bill should contain a provision that every
barman, barmaid and steward who supplies
or serves liquor should ke licensed. If these
bar tenders are licensed and a clause ig
placed in the Act under which their licenses
are forfeited if they break the law in any
way, it will be a big step in the directiopn of
doing away with the harm that the ¢onsumyp-
tion of liquor rdoes at present. The Act
shonld also provide that any person serving
another with intoxieating liquar who is al-
ready under the influence of such liquor,
wenld he severely punished. T am afraid the
over-indulgence in liquor is doing a great
deal more harm in some directions than it
was some little time ago A few weeks ago
I was travelling in a tram to West Perti,
and took my seat alongside 2 lady.

The Minister for Mines: We will take the
rest as read,

Mr. ANGELO: T 4id not know the lady.
She evidently knew, however, that I was a
member of Parliament, for she had probably
frequently come into the gallery, S8he said,
“*¥ want you to do something for me. T
want you to go to a eertain hotel in Perth
about 11 o'elock in the morning and sit there
for an hour.”’

Mr. Simons: And wait there for you?

Mr. ANGELO: She said, “'I want you to
see what you do see.”’ T did what she asked
me and sat there for an hour, 1 was horrified
to see the number of women and young girls
there, sometimes accompanied by men and
sonetimes not, sitting at the table of this,
one of the leading hotels in Ifay-street, and
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partaking of not one, but in some cases two
or three whiskies and sodas or cocktails
within the house. These girls are to be the
mothers of our future Western Australians.
They were not ordinary flappers, but evi-
dently girls of the higher class, well dressed,

and of some pogition in the State, Not con-
tent with one drink, they had twe or
three branlies and sodas or whiskies

and sodas, but particularly did they have
cocktails. There shonld surely be some pro-
vision in the Licensing Act to prevent the
landlord from allowing this to go on. 1f
the landlord was possessed of any decent fecl-
ing, he would know the harm that was being
done, and his honour and better judgment
should prevent him from allowing this sort
of thing to take place.

The Minister for Mines: It is not a very
good outlook.

Mr. Teesdale:” Was this in the morning?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. This was taking

place at one of our fashionable hotels in.

Perth, and is going on every day. So seri-
ously did I regard it that I thought it ought
te be given publicity. I do not know if
the parents of these young girls or the hus-
bands of the women know what is going on
there. [ hope when the Bill is brought down
every effort will be made hy hon. members to
do away with the evils that befall those who
do not know when they have had enough to
drink, while at the same time not interfering
with the liberty of those who only take it in
reasonable quantities.

Mr. Lambert: Some of these young girls
siwoke as much as they drink,

Mr. ANGELQ: Most of the girls I am
speaking of had cigarettes in their mouths
while they were drinking their cocktails. I
am delighted with the tone of the debate so
far as it has gone. We are all agreed it is
necessary to economise, All sections of the
House have said so. The speech of the
Leader of the Opposition was most generous.
Most of the other members and most people
outside say that the drift must stop and that
there must be no more deficits. The Leader
of the Opposition has been most generous in
his desires and suggestions. - He says that
so long as he sees we have turned the corner,
and that the Government are cutting dowa
the deficit by £250,000 for the present year,
and will continve to cut it down by £100,000
in the years to follow, he will be satisfied.
This should be possible, and with the assist-
ance and advice of the entire House I think
the Government should be able to accomplish
it. The speeches which have been delivered
by other members also give promise of good
support to the Government. 1 was partieu-
larly interested in the speech delivered by the
member for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum),
who has considerable influence with the
workerg, If he means all that he said—anil
T do not doubt him—there appears to be a
gilver lining upon the cloud of industrial un-
rest that has been causing so much trouble in
the past to the induvstries of the State. If
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we all work together and do our utmost to as-
sist the Government in their task, T feel sure
the State will speedily emerge from its trials
and difficnlties, and become once more a
flourishing unit in the greatest and most
glorious Empire the world has ever seen.

Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [8.10]: T
wish to follow the precedent set by many
other hon. members, and to congratulate the
member for Weat Perth (Mrs. (‘owan) upon
being the first lady to be returned to any
Parliament in Awustralia. 1 have been assoe-
iateil with her on many occasions outside the
House in connection with varions organisa-
tions. I say without fear of contradiction
and withont any hesitation that there is no
woman in Australia more fitted to take her
seat in Parliament than the member for West
Perth. I desire also to pay a tribnte to the
Leader of the Opposition for the able specch
he made on the Address-in-reply, Unfortun-
ately, through iliness, I was unable to atteud
the House on that occasion, but siumce then
T have taken every opportunity of reading
and studying his remarks. Perhaps the great-
est compliment U ean pay him is to say thit
I have set his speech as an example in mod-
eration for myself as a new member. The
new members of the House owe a great deal
to the Premier for the trouble he has taken
in presenting the financial reports to the
House. He said that he had given more time
to and taken more trouble over the prepara-
tion of the figures than on previous occasions
becanse he desired that new members should
thoronghly grasp the situation. I do not as-
srrt that T have thoroughly grasped the situ-
ation as yet, but while he was speaking
T did tearn many things I did not know before.
The figures were so set out that by going
into them carefully one could obtain a very
thorough insight inte the financial position.
I am not unduly appalled by the five million
deficit. I have sufficient faith in this young
country to believe that if every member gives
his whole attention to the finances, and does
his best as a member, Western Australia is
prolific enough and wealthy enough to rise
above the present position. I have dissccted
the figures with the idea of boiling them
down so that I might understand them myself
and he able to diseuss them reasonably be-
fore the House. Tt is evident, notwithstand-
ing what has been said in the Press and on
public platforms, that inatead of the State
trading concerns showing a loss, they have

added over £7,000 to the general re-
venue during the last financial ycar, 1L
have also discovered that the gencral
revenne is almost, if nuot entirely, suffi-
cient to cover our pgeneral expen-
diture. That being so, we bave to find out

where our actual losses are oceurring. T find'
that these come under the heading of business
undertakings, or public utilities. We are los-
ing, for ingtance, & considerable amount on
our railways. The rearon for that is not far
to seck, and my contention is that when we
kmow exactly how it comes about, and why,
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owr railways are losing such considerable
amounts of money, it will not be a very diffi-
cult proposition to discover a remedy. The
whole finaneial position, it seems to me, may
be described as due to the over capitalising of
our public utilities, and more particularly tho
railways. The unfortunate part of it ia that
we arc over-capitalised by loan moneys. The
position is just the same as that of a man)
putting, say, £50,600 into a business and then
finding that he can get only a turnover of
£50 per week. The proposition is simply un-
sound. However, I shall not unduly eriticise
any past Government because of this aspect
of the State’s finances. I am reasonable
enough to recognise that amy other members
of Parliament—and there are some hon.
members now present who are implicated in
this matter—would bave adopted the same
policy. For my part, I should have done so.
At the time we were borrowing money to
extend our railway system for the purpose
of giving facilities to the settlers on our lands,
there was a firm belief that the holders of
land along the railway lines wounld do their
duty, by making their land productive ant
thereby providing the railways with traffic
sufficient to yield interest, sinking fund, and
working expenses. To-day we find that that
has not been accomplished.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course, the war over-
took us a couple of years afterwards.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes; and that is why
I do not intend to criticise the Parliaments
of the past on the score of our having a de-
ficit of five millions to-day. No matter what
Government had been in power at that time—
whether the present Opposition or the present
Ministry—we woull still be faced to-day
with a very large defiecit. The cir-
cumstances confronting past Governments
have been abnormal, and it is un-
rcasonable to  suppose that Western
Australia conld have come out of them bet-
ter than any other conntry in the world has
done: all countries are in the same boat.
But now that we have discovered our losses
to be in great measure dve to the fact that
our public utilities are far «in advance of
present requirements, it remains for us, in
our wisdom, to discover the hest possible
means of building up our transactions =o
that the public utilities may become pay-
able propesitions. In this Chamber I have
heard two means suggested for reducing
the gdeficit  The member for Yilgarn (M.
Corboy), speaking on the Supply Bill, men-
tioned that 30 per cent. of the present
strength of pnblic servants could be done
away with: and the hon. member suggested
that those 30 per cent. should be given axes
and sent into the country to clear land. T
do earnestly hope that that pronouncement
does not embody the policy of the Leader
of the Opposition and of members sitting
behind that gentleman. If we are going to
eut down the Publie Service by 30 per cent.,
throw one-third of our public servants on
the cold world to find work at a moment’s
netice, we shall, I think, be doing some-
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thing for whieh we shall be extremely sorry
afterwards. As a new member I am not
able to say whether the Public Serviee is
or is not over-staffed; but I will say this,
that if the Public Service is in fact over-
staffed, I am going to stand behind any
Government prepared to seek economy in
the right direetion when dispensing with
some proportion of the public servants, Let
me add that on every occasion when re-
trenchment is suggested, it is always the
man on the lowest rung of the ladder who
in to become its subject. I venture fo say
there are to-day in the Public Service many
men who have been drawing tiptop salaries,
having spent the best of their years in the
Publie Service, and having given of their
best to that scervice, but who are now to 2
considerable extent past their usefulness.
It may be contended that we should retain
those public servants by reason of their
former merits. But those men have been
for years in a position to save money
against their old age. The Minister for
Agriculture said last night that there is no
gsentiment in buginess. I agree with him.
If we find that thosc public servants nre
beyond the age when they can give z fair
and full return for their.salaries, I think
we should start retrenchment at the top of
the tree, if we are to have retrenchment in
the Public Service. We have in that servies
young men who have cntered it with the
ambition to serve their ecuntry. I for one
would hesitate very long before I agreed
to those young men, full of vitality and
energy’ and loyalty,  heing dismissed,
while I know that there are in the service
men who have ontlived their usefuiness,
and are therefore due for retirement, or
perhaps for retrenchment, On the other
hand, another suggestion has been made for
reducing the deficit. T was surprised and
interested to learn from the Premier the
other evening that practically the whole of
the lands abutting on the railway system
of this State arc held by private persons.
For some two or threc yecars I had the
opportunity of travelling over practically
all the railway lines of Western Australia;
and as a result of my observations I ean
sfate that there are millions—I am quite
safe in saying ‘‘milliona’’—of acres of
land lying practically undeveloped along-
side the' existing railway system. The
Governments who built those railways built
them in the belief that the lands abutting
on the lines would be brought into produna-
tion. Beeing that that anticipation has
not been realised, it is our duty to cause the
lands to be rendered productive at the
earliest possible moment, so that our Ratl-
way Department may be enabled to render
ity operations payable. A further objeet to
be achieved by the adoption of sueh a policy
would be to assist genuine settlers, by
evabling their freights and fares to be re-
duced considerably from the present figures.
If the holders of the lands in question will
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not bring them into production, we must
find a means of making such holders pay
to the State the eqnivalent of the freighis
and fares which their lands, in a condition
of productiveness, would yield to the Rail-
way Department, That appeals to me as a
perfectly fair proposition. The lands T
refer to are being held for one purpose, and
one only, namely, the obtaining of the un-
earned increment which must result from
the construction of railways through thesc
properties.  As land is continuvally being
taken up and developed mnearer te the
nietropolitan nrea, and as people are thereby
being compelled to go further out, land
necessarily becomes dearer in those portions
of the country, and as land in the remoter
districts increases in value by, say, £1 per
acre, the land which lies nearer to the
metropolitan area will advance in value by
30s, an aecre. .

Hon. P. Collier: We ought to have the
Lbetterment principle applied; that is, a
charge on the land as its value is increased
by reason of new railway construction.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The question of land
tuxation is one which the Government wil
have to take np very seriously, if they are
going to assist the Minister for Railways to
make hia department a paying proposition.
I repeat, it is in the Railway Department
that our greatest loss is incurred; and there-
fore the Government must stand hchind
their Minister for Railways and absolutely
tax unused land so as to obtain from it an
equivalent of what it would yield to the
railway system if put into produetion, by
way of freights and fares. It appeals to
me that ag time goes on there may be n
disposition to regard progress on the lines
whieh I have sugcested, as too slow. But
T agree with the Leader of the Opposition
that we are not going to get rid of our five-
millions deficit within one year, or within
five years. That work is going to take a
long time. However, as representative of
a metropolitan clectorate, I am quite pro-
pared to assist the Government in every
possible way so long as 1 am satisfied that
they are earnestly cndeavouring to re-
duve the deficit, to secure ecconomy in all

directions, and te make our railway
aystem pay. This is perhaps dealing
ditectly with the finances as we find

them to-day; but if we are going to build
np this young country we nmust go further,
and provide population, ro that we may be
cnabled to develop Western Australin along
proper lines, 1 listened with great intereat
to members on the Opposition side speaking
on the immigration question, and similarly to
wembers on this side of the House. T am
in favour of an immigration policy, Lut
that [ am not in favour of any kind
of immigration policy. T helieve every
member of this House will agree that our
metropolitan area is at present overloaded
with people. There are too many of our
population living between Midland Junetion
and Fremantle for the work that is being
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provided. In conncetion with any immigra-
tion poliey that we adopt, we must see that
we introduce inte Western Australia the kind
of people that we need. Let mc say that [
want, as immigrants, people of our own raee,
people from the British Isles. Bven as re-
gards such immigrants, we want to be in-
formed regarding their merits, not when they
arrive in Australia, but hefore they leave the
0ld Country. Before they embark, we want
to be satisfied that they are the right class
of immigrant, that they are men who will
tackle our land problems, go out into the
country and become agrienlturists. T would
strenuonsly oppose any other deseription of
immigration policy, because it is only by in-
trodueing pecple who will become producers
that we shall be able to build vp this young
eomtry of ours. We have raised ‘the ery
‘* Produce, produce, produce’’; but we cannot
progress much further until sueh time as we
bring more population into this State. If
only we bring the right class of population,
there will be no fear whatever of our future.
In my opinion, the Britisher is the best class
of immigrant, We should endeavour to bring
him here, and to retain him here, and to settle
him in a practical way, with every facility
necessary for success. I hold that we should
at all times afford our farmers adeguate faeili-
ties. I have had some experience of farming,
and I know the disabilities under which the
agriculturist suffers. What we have to strive
after is the production of wealth, It is no
use our pointing to the unlimited potentiali-
ties of wealth in Western Australia, if we do
not utilise those poteatialities; and the only
way we ean do that is by bringing additional
population here. Now I want to toneh on
another question; it necessitates my revert-
ing to the railways. We have a considerable
extent of our railway system running through
anriferous country. I have had sufficient
experience of prospecting to know that in
our auriferovs belts there are many bundreds
of square miles whieh have never yet been
properly prospected. I hold that the Gov-
ernment would be justified in giving every
facility te prospectors; but I want to point
out that there are prospectors and prospec-
tors, T'rom persona)l knowledge I can say
that the geological conditions of this eountry
are so very peculiar that a man must spend
many years in prospecting before he beeomes
a really eapable prospector.

My, Munsie: This country has proved that
the geologist knows nothing about his sub-
ject.

Me. RICHTARDSON: I quite agree .with
the hon. member; and that is my reason for
making this reference to prospecting. West-
ern Australia has its own peculiaritiés as re-
gards geological construction. If the Gov-
ernment are going to send out prospecting
parties, T would advise them not to assist
any party unless a first-class prospeetor of
proved capacity is in charge, and, moreover,
one who has a knowledge of the district which
the party intend to prospect. At least one
genuine expert prospector should be included
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in each party. [ believe that we are not likely
to find another Golden Mile in Western Ans-
tralin. We do not know what is under
the carth, but it is very rarely that
ever two mining districts of sach a
character are found in the one State.
If history does not repeat itgself in
this instance, and we have another Golden
Mile discovered, I am sure everyone
will be pleased to admit that the predictions
were wrong. We can only expeet that in the
future our mining industry will be spaamedie.
I do not believe—and I hope I am wrong in
that attitude—that we will find any more
great mines in Western Australia.  There
ean be no doubt whatever, however, that there
is a comsiderable amount of wealth distri-
buted throughout the aariferous areas
and if we could only prospect the coun-
try properly and find that wealth, even

though the discoveries were spasmodie,
we wonld assist in the development of
the State wvery considerably. There s
no neced to Teiterate the arguments

against the taxation placed upon prospectors’
deals. It is needless to say that I am entirely
opposed to such taxation. Should the Gov-
ernment have any taxation proposals which
they intend to bring forward, which will un-
duly tax the prospector or the prospective
huyer, T shall be entirely opposed to them.
T believe that if a man has the temerity to go
out prospecting under all sorts of adverre
conditions, he i3 entitled to every penmy he
getg through the sale of any mine he may
find, and I do not think the Government are
entitled to take one penny from him for
taxation arising out of any auch sales. I'f we
intend to buikl up this young country, we
must give serious consideration to the devel-
opirent of sceondary industries, The Min-
irter for Railways stated the other night that
the Gnvernment were paving particular amd
immodiate attention to our secomdary indns-
tries. [ was delighted to hear that and T
belicve that the Minister was quite sineere in
his remarks. -

Hon. P. Collier: At the same time we are
lamentably behind with it all.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 admit that.

Hon. P. Collier: The trouble is that we do
not know where we can get our boys employ-
ntent. ) .

Mr, RICHARDSOX: I was pleased to
hear the remarks by the Minister, because 1
think that the Government have awakened to
the faet that we must help seeondary indus-
tries, not only to provide cheaper material for
our people but to provide employment for our
boys,

Hon. P. Collier: We train them here and
send them to other countries to get a living.

Mr. Underwood: ‘And yet we are bringing
tradesmen here to-day.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Secondary industries
are growiug in Western Australia. They are
already making headway despite all sorts of
adverse conditions. That such should be the
case shouid provide encouragement for other

men and eompanies with ecapital to come to
Western Australia and start factories of one
description or ancther. One point, however,
must not be lest sight of. We must assure
to people who have capital that their intevests
will he conserved, for otherwise we. will he
doomed to failure. We may build up firm
struetures on our primary produets, and we.
way encourage our secondary industries, but
unless the workers of Western Australia are
to get u fair deal from the employors, we wilt
not see very much advancement achieved, It
is for this Government, and for any ether
Government, to see that we have industrial
peuce. 1t was stated by the member for South
Fremantle (Mr. McCallum) that we had not
experienced as many strikes in Western Aus-
tralia as in other parts of Australia. That
faet wasg well known to members before he
mzde that statement, but its repetition served
to indicate that there is something in Western
Australin which has preveated strikes. That
hon. member gave a great deal of credit to
the secretary of the Ewmployers® Federation
anmd I want to endorse his remarks regarding
that gentleman, Notwithstanding the faet
that he is the seeretary of the Employers’
Federation he has heen & good friend to the
workers of Western Australia, beesuse he has
endeavoured on every oceasion when a dispute
has arisen, to bring about a conference he-
tween the parties so that work should not
stop and the workers lose no money on ac-
count of that cessation. There is another phase
to this question; there are other inferests
which have prevented strikes here. There are
thousands of workera and good unionists who
do not lend an ear to the doctrine of direct
action. These men go into the highways and
hyways and denounce direet action. As a
resilt they have held up strikes. T was very
pleased to hear the member for South TFre-
mantle declare in such strong terms that he
was in favour of arbitration. T agree with
him in many of his remarks regarding the
Arbitration Court. Tf we ave to have in-
dustrial peace, we must expedite matters in
connection with nnion claims when a disnute
ariges, and the Court is approacked. TUnious
are held up for month after month with the

-result that what at the start amecants to a

Nttle bit of ill feeling pgrows into a great
measare of discontent. Tt is for this Govern-
ment and for this Parliament to go into this
question and ascertain if we cannot expedite
matters arising out of these disputes,

Hon, P. Coliicr: Tarliament has been
mainly responsible for industfial disputes in
the past through mnot providing adequate
machinery for arbitration matters.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 am inelined to
agrec with that contention. :

Mr. Mann: We will support any amend-
ment to the Arbitration laws to that end.

Mr. RICHARDSON : It is because of
these facts that T stress this position.

Mr. MeCallum: My proposals would not
involve an amendment of the Aect.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Tf we are to have
industrial peace employers and  employces
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rlike must feel that they will have a fair
dezl. From time to time, when we have seen
that disputes are held up because of the ceon-
gestion in the Arbitration Court, it has ap-
pealed to me that in any other business when
cireumetances arose which led to congestion,
the position wonld bhe immediately taken in
hand and those conditions rectified. It seems
unreagsonable to suppose that we have only
three men in Western Australia who are-pre-
pared, and fair minded enough, to arbitrate
on matters of this description. If our Arbi-
tration Court is so congested that disputes
cannot be taken before that tribunal, is there
any reason why we should not appoint three
other men to arbitrate? T fail to see any
reason why that course eannot be adopted. 1
believe we have many men in Western

Avstralia who are well able to take
up such positions. Lf the work of
the Arbitration Court is congested, let

us appoint other members of the Court
and clear wp the position. A considerable
amount of discontent is engendered by reason
of these delays. T am in this Chamber in
order to endeavour to promote industrial
peace and if we cope with these reasons for
discontent, we are going te eliminate much of
this trouble and lead to contentinent between
employer and employee. There are a few
little pin prieks which annoy the work-
ers of Western Australia to-day. The

member for West Perth (Mrs, Cowan)
stated that she wounld like the wives
of wunionists who were involved in a

dispute, to be entitled to vote on the ques-
tion whether the men should go on strike
or not. T will not go into that aspect,
nor 'will 1 express any opinion on that pro-
posal. I eontend, however, that when an in-
dustrial dispute exists,and the question has
to be decided whether or not there is to be a
strike, there should be a compulsory seeret
ballot go as to get an cxact expression of
opinion from every member of the union con-
cerned.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Have you any instance
where that has not been done during recent
years?

Mr. RICHARDSON: I have instances.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Would yon mind narrating
them.

Mr. RICHARDSON: T will not do so now,
The hon, member knows them as well as
T do. .

Mr. Troy: There is the usual cvasion.

Mr. RICHARDSON: It is not a question
of evasion, nor is it a question of giving time
or instances in which it has not been done.
I put this suggestion forward as one method
by which we could help to secure industrial
peace. I will not argue the matter, but con-
tent myself by that expression of opinion,

Mr, Davies: Tf that secret hallot were
adopted, would that not legalise strikes?

Hon. P. Collier: T think it wonld.

Mr. Davies: We would have to amend the
Act in those circurnstances.

* member a
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Mr. RICHARDSON: Parliament has con-
siderable power and we could amend the Aet
in that direction. There iy another matter
which gives rise to ill feeling between unions.
I am referring to it becavse I believe that
if members sitting on the Opposition benches
placed themselves in the position of very
mauy good unionists throughout the State,
they would realise that those men are snffer-
ing under an injustice. We find to-day tbat
many men who belong to their unions have
to contribute towards political funds notwith-
standing that there are thousands of them
who are not in favour of the whole of the
AL.P, political platform.

Hon. P. Collier: The position
same in the old days.

Mr. RICHARDSON: T am aware of that,
and if the Leader of the Opposition chooses
to look back over the Labour statistics he
will sce that I opposed this practice 23 or 24
years ago, and I am still opposing it.

Mr. Munsie: The biggest nnions in Ans-
tralia do not make it compulsory for their
melnbers to contribute towards the politieal
iunds,

Mr. RICHARDSON: The fact that the
Liggest unions of Awstralin do not make it
compulsory, does not alter the position that
there are thonsands of urnionists in Western
Australia who have.to do it. If we do an
injustice to ten umionists we are creating a
feeling of discontent among the workers. Ay
ambition is to see that that position is safe-
guarded.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Would you agree to a ballot
on the question whether members of the
union should have that levy? Wounld you
aceept that ballot?

Mr. RICHARDSON: That is a matter the
nuions would have to decide for themselves.
I am laying it down as a prineiple. If mem-
bers on the Opposition side of the House
were sincere in their expressions, they would
relieve thoge members of the unions to whom
I refer of the responsibility for the payment
of contributions towards these political funds,

Mr, Troy: We cannot find them, beeause
they vote for us.

Mr. RICHARDSON: T can bring the hou.
thousand of them. I am
laying down these few things becanse T desire
industrial peace. So long as we have these
little pin pricks we shall not get absolute in-
dustrial peace. If we are to have industrial
peace we must have cheaper food. T am
looking to our friends of the Country Party
to assist us in that direction.

Hon, P. Collier: That is the most disturb-
ing fartor of all, the cost of living.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 bave no objection
whatever to the formation of a wheat pool,
but T want to see that the consumers get a
fair deal.

Capt. Carter: How is that to be done?

Mr. RICHARDSON: There are several
ways., On the 29th September of last year

was the
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the member for Menzies in this Ilonse moved
the following motion, which was carried:—
That in the opiniont of this House the
practice of making world’s parity the basis
for fixing the priees of .commodities pro-
duced and consumed in Australia is un-
sound, and that the cost of production and
forwarding to market should be the factors
considered in fixing such prices.
This 1ouse carried that motion last year.
The Government have not attempted to make
any move in that direction. Tor my part the
wheat farmers can have their pool. T believe
that at the present juneture it would be un-
wise to eandeavour to restrain them from
getting it. I am speaking as a farmer with
23 years’ experience of wheat prowing and
sheep raising. I understand the disabilities
of the farmers. I know that they de not have
as many luxuries as are cnjoyed in town.
They have not the same opportunities for en-
Jjoyment, and they have to contend with many
hardships.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is only in the pion-
cering stage.

Mr, RICHARDSON:
that. :

qu. O’Loghlen: Did you ever get through
it?

Mr. RTCHARDSON: I am prepared to
assist the farmer in every possible wav,
During the last 17 or 18 years suecessive
Governments have assisted the farmer, and
the majority of the people of Western Aus.

- tralia have applavded them for it.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The farmers themselves
did not,

Mr. RICHARDSON: We now require to
point out to the farmers that it is their
duty to assist in the development of the

- 8tate in other directions. If the farmers
are genuine in their professed desire to
return the good things we have done for
them in backing their bills, they will not
complain if we agk them to let ws have
wheat at 7s. per bushel.

The Minister for Agriculiure: Who backs
the consumer’s billst

Mr. RICHARDSON: The consumer gets
very little out of the Government. I am
glad the Minister interjoeted, because it
has served to draw my attention io him.
Last night he told us—I give the Leader
of the Opposition credit for having drawn
it out of him—that they have sold wheat
to foreign countries at 7s, Yd. He said he
had not had a complaint from any farmer
on the score that wheat was sold at that
price, and he pointed out to the Leader of
the Opposition that the consumers alone
were complaining. We who represeat the
consumers are not complaining that wheat
was sold at 7s. 7d. What we complain about
is that the farmers do not want to sell
wheat to us, their own flesh and blood, at
the same price as they are selling it to
foreigners. That is ocur complaint, I am
prepared to support the wheat pool, but I
want to see a fixed price. In the creation
of secondary industries, we want to koow

I am going hack to
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where we are financially. We require to he
able to say to the people, ‘*You are going
to get your bread for sucn and such a price
for the rext 12 months,”’ and we require to
be able to tell the poultry farmers, the pig
raisers, and the dairymen, exactly what
their wheat will gost them for the ensuing
12 months. Then those people can go ahead,
knowing what to expect. But if we are to
place everything on a sliding scale, nobody
will know whether it is 5s. or 15s. that will
have to be paid, and so we eannot hope to
male much advance. When it comes to the
wheat pool, I hope the Country Party will
have consideration for the views expressed
by econsumers, If the farmer could be
guaranteed T7s. for his wheat for the. next
1) years, he would jump at it.

Mr. C. C. Maley: Make it 5s,

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes, or even 5s. We
are prepared to give them 7s, at present.
T see no good reason why the members of
the Country Party should not agree to that
prive.

Mr, Hickmott: Make it 5s. for 10 years.

Mr., RICHARDSON : In thizs morning’s
paper was a statement given out by Mr.
Monger that the Cabinet has three Country
Party members, and that therefore they are
controlling half the Government. The
wetropolitan area, with a population of
161,000, has no representation in the Gov-
ernment, and therefore we as private mem-
bers have to fight to seecare what our con-
stituents require. Mr. Monger has said that
the Government are a Country Party Gov-
ernment. I say that neither Mr. Monger
nor any other man is going to manufacture
my politics, bottle them up and hand them
out when he wants to.

The Minister for Agriculture: I think
that what Mr. Monger said was that the
Country Party had equal representation in
the Government.

Capt. Carter: It was Dr, Earle Page who
said they had control of the Government.

Mr. RICHARDSON: It might have been
Dr. Farle Page, but whether it was he or
Mr. Monger, I say that, while T am here
to assist the farmers, I am not going to
have my politics manufactured outside the
House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They wanteto cou-
trol your *majority over there. . We shall
have to amalgamate.

Mr. RICHARDSON : There are a few
matters of local interest which I should like
te toueh upon. I cannot understand any
hon. member representing the metropolitan
area being opposed to the extension of
tramways. In Perth, in West Perth, in
Subiace, and in other snburbs abutting on
the Perth boundary, we are becoming con-
gested. The member for South Fremantle
(Mr, McCallum) referred to the housing
problem. We have to consider where we
are going to place those people who to-day
are living three and four families in one
house.
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Mr, O'Loghlen: Encourage them to go into
the country,

Mr. RICHARDSON: T would if I conld.
I believe in decentralisation, but o long as
people will insist upon living in the metro-
polis we have to find heusiuyg accommoda-
tion for them, while for the poor man who
has to go into an outlying distriet to make
a home, we bave to find truespart facilities
to earry him to his work. { believe the
time has arrived wheu the Government
should hegin tramway cxtensions, It is
proposed to extend the tramways first to
South Perth and Como. I offer no serious
objeetion to that, because I believe the de-
partmental officers are better able to say
which should be the first extension than is
a layman like myself.

Capt. Carter: Do you think the depart-
mental officers shonld dictate the finaneial
poliey of the foture?

Mr. RICHARDSON: If the officers of the
department,—who, I take it, are qualified
to say which extension is most required,
which is going to be thu most profitable—
say that the first extension should be in a
certain direetion, I am prepared to abide
by their decision. But I want to know when
they are going to make a start with the
extension to Claremont. There is a very
large scttlement situated between Clare-
mont proper and Nedlands, Those people
have been settled there, some of them for
25 years. They arc workers in overy sense
of the word. For 25 years those mcn and
women have walked a mile and a half to
the nearest point of contaet with railway
or tramway. Figures can be produced to
show that this line will be payable from
the outset.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Not at the present
cost of construction.

Mr. RICHARDSON : The Government,
once they have constructed the South
Perth-Como line, would be fully justified in
building the extemsion through to Clare-
meont. .

Mr. O’Loghlen: What about Belmont?

Mr. RICHARDSON: I take it the mem-
ber for Canning can deal with the Belmont
proposition, )

Q'Loghlen: The people there have four
miles to walk, and only an old ‘bus to
look to.

Mr. RICHARDSON: If we are going to
encourage our people to provide homes of
their own, and I take it it is the fanction of
every Government to encourage people to do
this, we must make available cheap land and
the facilities for them to get to and from
their work. Tramway extensions would
achieve this. Some of the finest building
land in the State is to be found between
Nedlands and Claremont, but it is lying idle
beeause there are no means of communication,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I can recommend
eqnally good land at East Fremantle having
a tramway running through it.

Mr. RICHARDSQON: That is a different
yroposition altogether, but the hon. member
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is encrgetic enough to get that district set-
tled if the locality appeals to people.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It is the most pro-
gressive distriet in the metropolitan area.

Mr. RICHARDSOXN: I realise that there is
a big programme of work ahead of the Cov-
erument in the metropolitan nrea. The Gov-
ernment have been shelving these works for
the last two or three years, but it is neces-
sary for them to tackle the problem seriously
for the simple reason that we have outgrown
all our facilities. Let me mention the ques-
tion of the water supply., The whole of the
metropolitan members were so interested in
this matter that they decided to meet.

Hon, W, G, Angwin: Some of us were not
invited.

Mr. RICHARDSON: That was dve purely
to an oversight on the part of the convener.
We would have been glad to have had the
hon. member present, beeause he could have
given us a lot of information which we re-
quired and could not obtain. If ever another
gathering of that deseription is contemplated,
T shall take an early opportunity to see that
the lhon. member has been asked to attend.
The question of the water supply has become
a serioug one, not only in my electorate, but
in the metropolitan area generally, and it ex-
tends right down to Fremantle. The people
of Fremantle have perhaps a worse supply
even that the people of Subiaco, and there-
fore I am prepared to assist to secure not
oitly an adequate, but a pure water supply
from the hills for the whole of the metropoli-
tan area.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And we are prepared
to pay for it.

My, RICHARDSONXN: Yes. ] am convineed
that we pay for a lot of water that we never
nae. We have been told that we shall have an -
ample supply during the coming summer. Tt
is gratifying to hear this, but I would peint
out on the other hand that it will be bore
water. 1 am not partial to bore water either
for human consumption or for garden .pur-
poses. I have spoilt one good garden with
bore water and T should be very sorry to apoil
another. Tf bore water is not fit for garden
purposes, I am satisfied it is not fit for human
consumption. I know that it will be impos-
sible to get an adequate supply from the hills
this year, but it behoves the Government to
realise that they must begin this work right
away. T trust that members will see that the
Government take up this matter in earnest.
They have been dilly-dollying-with it, they
have been putting us off with this engineer’s
report and that engineer’s report unmtil the
present time when we do not know whether
we are going to get an adequate supply or

when the Government intend to start the
work.
Mr. Hickmott: Is that your method of

economy?

Capt. Carter: The metropolitan people are
Prepared to pay for what they get.

Tlon, W. C. Angwin: They are paying for
it now.

Mr. RICHARDSON: We are prepared to
put this matter in the hands of a board.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: I am not teo sure of
that.

Mr. RICHARDSON: We are not going to
ask the country people to pay for the metro-
politan water supply; they will have enough
to do to pay for their share of the Mundar-
ing scheme, The question of the water sup-
ply appeals to me in a double sense, Lot me
explain the position regarding the sewerage
of Subiavo. Subiaco iz the largest suburb
in Wesgtern Australia; it has the largest popu-
lation and is the most congested. The Gov-
ernment for some reason or other bronght the
sewerage system to Leederville and West
Perth, right to our boundaries, and refused
to carry it further., _ Consequently, we are
condemned to put up with an obsolete system
which we are afraid wmight land ws any day
in a serious epidemic. Times out of number
we have had reports from health officers who
have informed us thot this suburb is in dan-
ger, The question of the extension of the
sewerage system will have to be faced by the
Government. The eastern portions of Subiaco
are congested and there iz no reagon that T
know of why, when the Government had the
plant and the men available, these works
shouid not have been extended to Subiaco.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It would be of no
use extending the sewerage works unless you
had the water.

Mr. RICHARDSON: T remarked that T
was doubly interested in the question of the
water supply. Until we have a sufficient
water supply we cannot ¢laim to have the
sewerage system extended, beeause it would
be unworkable. ¥For this reason I strougly
advocate that the Government should take
steps to provide an adeguate water supply,
The present sanitary system is a menace not
ounly to my cleetorate hut to the electorates
abutting on Saobiaco. If an epidemic oecurs
there, it will assuredly spread to adjoining
distriets. Therefore, this question affects not
only Subizeo, but all the surrounding districts,
and members should see that the Government
do not remain inactive and so court disaster.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Subiaco i3 one of the
healthiest districts in the State.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Quite so, but to pre-
serve the health of the distriet costs consid-
erably more than should be the case. While
dealing with the question of an adequate
water supply, it may seem somewhat para-
doxical that I should speak very strongly
on the question of drainage. In many
portions of my electorate the water has
been rising for years and years. In
one particular spet in Jolimont, where a
fairly large settloment has taken plade, a
miniature lake has made its appearance.
Some 20 residents have already had to move
from their houses, and there are still a score
of athers on the verge of this lake, One
resident told me that he fishes in his own
kitchen every morning for his breakfast, and
a lady told me that her family had no occa-
sion to pay for amusements as they had a
good combined concert there day and night
by moaquitoes and frogs. The question of
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drainagge is one that must be faced by the
{iovernment. We approached the Minister
tor Works on this question but he, with a
mighty wave of the hand, said, ‘“There are
many parts in the same eondition and I am
preparing & comprehensive scheme.’’! Surely
we have engineers in the Government employ
who are capable of sugpgesting some partial
remedy to relieve the present sitnation, T
caunot helieve that among our full-fledged
engineers there i8 no. one capable of doing
this, Yet we are told that we must wait
until this comprehensive scheme, which will
cost millions of money and which is to be
designed to drain the whole of the metropoli-
tan area, is completed before we can get any
redress. It was wrong of the Minister for
Works to suggest such a thing, He should
have given due consideration to the faets and
not contented himself with saying that no-
thing could be done until the comprehensive
scheme was put in hand. Members of the
Opposition should be able to support me in
this request. Workers are losing their homes
on account of the lack of drainage and they
are the people who can least afford the loss.
They went out into this particular distriet

because the land was cheap and built
homes there. Fifteen or sixteen years
ago there was no agign of any  water

there the Government, however, constructed
a large storm-water drain, and emptied it
alongside Jolimont, and it is believed by first
class engineers that the reason for the water
rinsing is that the Water is discharging on to
higher ground, filtering throungh and coming
out at the lower part of Jolimont. If this is
a fact, it is a disgrace that the Government
should permit it to continue. An easy and
simple method of disposing of the drainage
water would he to take the present G-inch
drain & quarter of a mile away where there
are no inhabitants. 1 protest against the
attitude adopted by the Minister for Works,
and I hope he will review the sitoation and
afford us some relief. There are one or two
small matters with which I wish to deal. We
have heard continual complaints, and rightly
s0, regarding the high cost of living, and
some provision was made to meet the diffi-
eulty by appointing a priee-fixing commission.
There is another cost to which no reference
has been made whereby poor people and small
shopkecpers are being absolutely plundered.
This is in eonnection with their rents. It is
cssential that a fair rents court be estab-
lished in Western Australia. ¢

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This House has
passed a motion to that effect.
© Mr. RICHARDSON: I am pleased to hear
that, and I hope such a court will be brought
into operation at the earliest possible date.
This burden falls on the poorer people who
have no redress whatever., If their rents are
raised, there are no other houses available for
them and the landlords know it. Conse-
quently, the landlords are clutehing for more
rent with both hands. The small shokkeeper
is penalised, too, because he does not know
how long he will Jast in business, and there-
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fore does mot secure a lease. Immediately
the landlord finds that a shopkeeper is pro-
gressing in business, he filches a little more
from his poor and struggling tenant. I was
quite unaware that this House had passed
a motion in favour of a fair rents court, and
I hope that the Government will give effect
to the resolution at the earliest possible mo-
ment. Considerable injustice has been done
to many ratepayers, not only in the Bubiaco
electorate, but in other parts of Western
Australia, owing to the methods which are
adopted in raising the rates. I notice in the
Governor’s Speech that it is proposed to
amend the Municipalities Act. [ intend to
urge, and strongly support, an pmendment
cnabling munieipal counvils to rate on the
unimproved value of land. This is a step in
the right direction. The right to do this has
already been given te road boards, and T am
rather surprised that members in the House
at the time did not insist that it should also
apply to municipalities. There may have
been some reason for this of which I am not
aware. I hope the measure will be passed
through at an early date so that municipal-
ties whose financial year ends on the 30th
Oectober may have an opportunity of rating
next year nnder the new system. [ also no-
tice from the Speech that it is intended to
o something with regard to assisting our
hospitals both in the metropolis and in the
country areas. I will ophold anything that
is hrought forward in that direction.” Some-
thing ought to be dome. There are people in
the eommunity who are unable to help them-
selves. If the Government can do anything
to assist them the House should stand behind
them and give them their support.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It all depends on the
bagis of the Act.

Mr. RICHARDSON : I take it the Act will
be framed so that assistance is given to our
hospitals; if so, it will have my support.
There is one organisation which I hope will
nnt he overlooked, namely, the St. John's
Ambulance Association, Members of that
organisation work entirely gratuitousty and
give their servives free both day and night in
the relief of suffering. I ghall be willing to
support anything that will recognise the work
of that body, As a new member I think I
have had a fair innings. Most of the new
members have given the House a concise idea
of where they stand. T am a member of the
National Labour Party. Owing to that
fact T have the right of free speech and
free thonght in all matters political and
otherwige. T intend in this House to exer-
vise that freedom of thought and speech.
I am prepared to support any measure
brought hefore the Hounse that T believe to
be for the good of the country. I do not
care where the measure comes from, but T
am prepared to support it if after looking
carefully through it and giving every con-
sideration to it I am of optonion that it
shauld be given effert to. On the other
hand T am pleased to notice the moderation
ghown by members in their speeches. Tt is

[ASSEMBLY.]

true that members opposite have criticised
the constitution of the Country Party, and
that members of the Country Party have
eriticised the constitution of the Labour
Party.

The Minister for Agriculture: Those are
their long sunita,

Mr. RICHARDSON: I do not care one
iota what the constitution of either party
is. That ia their business. T presume they
do not care a great deal about the constitu-
tion of either side. Whilst, however, they
are bickering amongst themselves as to
their constitution I am afraid they are
wasting good time, Neither party will alter
the constitution of the other because of
that eriticism. Although I believe the eriti-
cism has been offered in a friendly sense,
more perhaps to create some little amuse-
ment, for my part [ should like to see less
of it. I trust as time goes on and X
beeome more fully aequainted with the
procedure of the House and have grasped
matters more in detail, and when I have
obtained a good deal more information
about matters in general thar I possess at
present, 1 may be able to add something
that will be of benefit to the Honse. Let
me assure hon. members that if I make auy
personal enemies in the course of my
sojourn here I will consider at the end of
my time T bave not fulfilled my duty. I do
not bLelieve in biekering or in personalities
between parties. I am bere to do my best
for my country according to my way of
thinking.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
Mr. TROY (JMount Magnet) [9.21]: Dur-

ing my fairly long term in the House 1
have never heard a more unsatisfactory

‘programme than that outlined in the Gov-

ernor’s Speech, presented on the oceasion
of the opening of Parliament. His Exeel-
leney certainly aequitted himself by read-
ing the Speech impressively, but beyond
that the Speech placed in his mouth was
both  disappointing and despairing in
nature. 1t conveyed nothing but exeuses
for the present state of the finances, and
hopes more pretended than real that the
Government had grasped the position of
affairs. . kuew the weak points of former
adminiatrations, tbat they-could repair past
defeets, and that they were now proceeding
on safe and sound lines. We were told in
the Speech that the deficit is nearly five
million pounds, and that there was a sur-
plus in June of £200,000. The backwash in
July, however, was so great that it wiped out
almost completely that .June surplus. Last
year the estimated deficit was £285,000, and
the excuse offered for exceeding that esti-
mate was that owing to a falling off in
railway freights, due to strikes and other
industrial disturbances, the Government did
not receive that amount of revenue which
the Premier had forecasted, Surely, as
the freight which would have been car-
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ried over the railways but for “the
strike, has since that time been ecar-
ried, the railways must have made up

that loss on their earnings. The Govern-
ment paid no salaries during the strike, and
inagmuch as we are told that these salaries
constitute a heavy burden on the earnings
of the ratlways, there must have been some
considerable saving as a resualt of the
strike. I do not think the excuse will hold
good, There will always be excuses, par-
ticularly when the Treasurer’s estimate is
so far from realisation as has been the
case in this instance. We are told that the
industries of Western Australia are passing
throngh a period of erisis resulting from
world-wide influences, the outecome of the
recent war and the turbulent conditions
still prevailirg in many countries. We are
told zlso that the markets for wool, frozen
meat, base metals, pearls and pearl shell,
sandalwood and other products are in a
_ condition of collapse, and that although this
phase is merely a passing one, the greatest
care will be necessary to- meet the resulting
Josses and to keep these industries in a state
of readimess to resume activities when the
markets recover. It is a doleful tale that
the Government tell, namely, that the in-
dustries of Western Australia are in a state
of vollapse. This is the result of the policy
of ‘‘produce, produce, produce,’’ initiated
Ly the self-same party now in power, who
¢laimed that everything wonld then be well
in the country. The markets are in a atate
of vollapse, but whilst the Government tell
that doleful tale to the House and the coun-
try they offer no remedy to meet the posi-
tion. We are told that the greatest care
is necessary to mieet the resulting losses and
to keep these industrics in a state of readi-
ness to resume activities when the markets
recover. I am sorry the Premier is not
present to-might. What do the Government
propose to do to meet the situation, and to
assist the conntry until the markets do
recover? What is their policy? It has not
vet been set out by any Minister who has
spoken. Let us take stock of our resources.
The industries on which Western Australia
depends are wool, gold, wheat, timber, meat
and base metals. The wool market has
collapsed and our gold produetion is in a
very depressed state. There are no sales,
we were told last night, so far as our wheat
is concerned. The timber market is normal
The meat market has collapsed inasmuch as
there is mo sale for our meat outside the
State.  The base metal market has also
collapsed. The figures read at yesterday’s
meeting of the TFarmers’ and Settlers’
Asgociation, as put forward by Sir John
Higgins, show that the totsl stock of Aus-
tralasian wool on hand is six million bales.
When we compare this with the aanual Aus-
tralagian  eclip of 2,300,000 hales, it is
evident that Awustralasia has a three ycars
supply of wool still unsold. In addi-
tion to this there is a large quantity

281

of Bouth African wool on the market.
There is a large quantity of manufactured
woollen goods, which manufscturers have not
digposed of becavse it has been manufactured
at too high a cost. When do the Government
think the wool market will improve? This
Btate depends largely upon the sale of its
wool. When will the wool market improve,
and what do the Government prepose to do to
assist the State if the wool cannot be sold and
the market does not improve?

» My, Teesdale: They cannot influence the
Loudon wool market.

Mr, TROY: If that is the case how long
{do the Government propose to nurse the in-
dustry and by what method will they do so.
If there is a three years supply of wool on
hand how do the Government propose to nurse
the industry in Western Australia until the
wool market is in o eondition te resume opera-
tions? Woe are told by the Minister for Ag--
riculture that there is no sale for our wheat.
Inasmuch as the government of the country
must depend partly upon the sale of wheat
to earry on the business of the country, what
do the Government propose to do to nurse
this industry until fresh markets are found?
Our gold production and the mining industry
generally have been handicapped by the
high cost of commodities, by high rail-
age, by taxation, and by the Federal
tariff. The position iz not improving;
in fact, the gold industry of Woest-
ern Augtralia is stagnant and retrogressing.
Since all thiz has happened, what we want to
know is, what do the Government of Western
Australia propose to do in order to meet that
position of affairs? The Governor’s Speech
contains nothing on the subject, and no state-
ment has been made in this House by the
Premier as to any action the Government pro-
posc to take. lLast night the Minister for
Agriculture made some ¢omplaints about the
Federal tariff. He said the Federal tariff was
killing the industries of Western Australia,
and particularly the farming industry. A
little while ago at a prospectors’ conferenee
a letter was read from Mr. Gregory, M.H.R.,
saving that the Federal Government were ruin-
ing the cointry distriets of Australia, and
also rtuining the gold mining industry. 1
thought this was a peculiar statement to come
from Mr. Gregory, inasmuch as that gentle-
man was sitting behind the Government who
he asserted were working this ruin. As re-
gards the Federal tariff, what has our Min-
ister for Agriculture to complain of? His
speech was not a reasonable one, The Fedceral
Government this year expe¢t a revenue of
over 60 millions, which is neeessary in order to
meet their liabilities. They propose to raise
that revenue througl the Customs, In order
to raise that revenue they must increase the
tariff. T do not agree with the inereages in
the tariff, but I do say that neither the Min-
ister for Agrieculture nor amy other member
on the Government side of this House has
any reason to make any complainta whatever
about the action of the Federal Goveérnment,
because the Federal Government have to meet
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liabilities which were incurred with the sup-
port and the concurrence of those hon. mem-
bers. I am surprised at the complaints com-
ing from Mr. Gregory, and from our Minister
for Agriculture and other members of the
National Party who insisted upon all that
heavy expenditure which now has to e met
by the people of the conntry.  Those hion. men-
bers supported Federal loans and Federal ex-
travagance. How ean they complain of sacri-
fices which have now to be made because of
their ardent Nationalism? A few years ago they
were prepared to sacrifice everything., Now
let them make these sacrifices without com-
plaining, because all the extravagant expendi-
ture and all the liabilities and all the taxation
and all the oppression of the Federal Gov-
ernment came about with the consent and
in the name of their supporters. The Federal
Government say to-day, ‘' We must ruise 60
millions in order to meet our liabilities;’’ and
then Ministers, Nationalist Ministers, who
supported the policy that brought about these
liabilities, come here and complain that the
Federal Government are ruining the country,
Myr. Gregory writes to the prospectors’ con-
ference declaring that the Federal Govern-
ment are rouining the country; and Mr, Greg-
ory sits behind that Government.

Hon. P. Collier: But the axe is being
sharpened.

Mr. TROY: Yes; but why? Because the
people are discovering the position of aifairs,
beeanse the heavy burden of taxatrion which
the people have to bear is awakening
them to the real position of affairg.
Now the Country Party propose to stand
from under, saying, ‘*We bhad no re-
sponsibility, and we have still no re-
sponsibility.’’ That was the tone taken by
the member for Katanning, the deputy Leader
of the Country Party, last week; and vet
every thinking person, and likewise every
dullard, knows that the Federal Government
adopted all these measures, and entered upon
all this taxation, and ereated alt thece lia-
bilities, with the consent and eoncurrence of
the Country Party, and alse of the National-
ists, of this State. So my advice to those
gentlement is to stew in their own juice, and
to do so without eomplaining.

Hon, P. Collier: Pretty sound advice, too!

Mr. TROY: The Minister for Agrienlture
also referred to the relative positiong of West-
ern Australia and New Zealand; and he said,
fFederation, Federation!’’ Good old Groper
argument! Federation may not have been a
good thing for Western Australia; but how
can the Minister compare this country with
New Zealand? Western Australia and New
Zealand cannot be compared with each other,
Every acre of New Zealand land is productive
and valuable land. It is impossible to
eompare New Zealand and its popunlation
with a country like Western Australia and
our population. Hardly an acre of New
Zealand but is within reach of the seaboard,
whereas our railways for thousands of miles
run through waste, unoccupied country. New
Zealand is @ thickly populated country. Tf

[ASSEMBLY.}

we had the conditions of New Zealand here
in Western Australia, neither Federation nor
anything else would bother us. But such is
the knowledge of the gentleman who is the
boy of the Cabinet.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are get-
ting very complimentary now,

Mr. TROY: Compliments are deserved
sometimes. The Minister’s education requires
development,

The Minister for Agriculture: T do not
want you to tallk to me on education, at any
rate.

Mr. TROY: T shall give the Minister a
little more later on. We are told that the
base melal trade is gone, absolutely gone.
Here again, whe is responsible! In order to
foster the activities of the metal combine in
Australia, representing wealthy capitalists in
the Eastern States who were backing the Gov-
ernment of Mr, Huoghes, that gentleman and
his party put an emburgo on the trade in
metals. "Tractieally they said to the produe-
ers of base metals, ‘‘You must not export,’’
because all these people in. Melbourne, who
were supporters of the Hughes Government,
were petting their eut oat of it. But immed-
tately the trade collapses, the embarge is re-
moved. And then there is a complaint that
the metal trade is settled, collapsed. It never
had an opportunity, because the whole policy
of the Federal Nationalist Government was
to let the tradc be exploited by those Mel-
bottrne people who supported the Government
at the time. We are told that the markets
where we previously disposed of our wheat
and wool have collapsed. We want to know
from the Government of this State, what are
they going to do if those markets have col-
lapsed? I commend the member for Clare-
mont (Mr. J. Thomson) for the advice he
gave the other evening. Tf the markets have
eollapsed, what ought to e the poliey of Lhe
Government? To find new markets. In my
opinion, the markets in Eunrope have collapsed
for a number of years. T have always had an
opinion of my own, and backed that opinion,
hecause, in spite of advice given to me
by people who ought to know, I got rid of
my little wool clip quickly, and got out of it
at a good price; so that my judgment proved
sound, The European markets have collapsed
for years to come Dbecause the peoples with
whom we formerly traded, those of Germany
and Central Europe, though they want our
materials, have no money to pay for them.
The Government must know this, and the Gov-
crnment should be finding new markets for
old. However, the Government have no
policy and no ideas. They are prepared to
spend £6,000 annually on an Agent General,
for goodness knows what purpeses, whercas
they ought to be spending that money on a
State commercial agent te try to find other
markets for Western Austraiia. Can you
imagine, Ar. Deputy Speaker, any sane Gov-
ernment putting such a poliey before the
Parliament of this country? ¢‘Until the mar-
ket recnperates, we will have to nurse things
and make the losses.’’ No other suggestion;
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no activity whatever. The Government’s pro-
posal is to go on in that way until Germany
or England or somc other country can por-
c¢hage our products, whereas we know that
sume of those countries may not be able to buy
largely for a generation. I do not want to see
any ordinary person appointed to the pesition
of Government agent, as suggested. I want
to sec the position filled by a man possessed
of commereial knowledge, who will be able
to visit foreign countries with a prospeet of
seenving new markets for this State. I think
it is possible, Instead of the Government
wasting nioney on the appointment of com-
missioners and Agents (eneral in London,
they otght to be spending it on an enterprise
of this eharacter, in an cndeavour to find
new markets to replace those which we have
lost as the result of the war. Another part of
the Covernment policy is the inerease of our
population by immigration. How do the Gov-
crmrent propose to accomplish that? One
hou. member stated to-night that he wauts
to sce immigrants from Great Britain, and no-
where eles. But where in Great Britain are
we to find the sturdy population that we need
to open up our agricultural areas, for which
prrnose, we are told, the imuigrants are in-
tended? Great Britain does not breed them.
CGreat Britain is largely an industrial country.
It is not a rural country as it was a hundred
years ago, or seventy years ago, but an in-
dustrial country. Therefure, if the Govera-
ment want a steady stream of earefully sel-
ected immigrants to open np the waste arcas
of Western Australia, they will not get those
iinmigrants from the industrial centres of
Great Britain, but will have to ge elsewhere,
where the people are still on the land,
I5 the present time suitable for a poliecy of
immigration to be carried out by this State?
In my opinion, there never was, since I came
to Western Australia, a time when there was
=0 muech uwnemployment here. I have never
secn so many men walking abont earrying
their swags as at present, or so much destitu-
tion as at present.

Mr. Tecgdale; But we have no soup kit-
chens yet,

Mr. TROY: No; but the hon. member does
not come in contaet with men in the condi-
tion I deseribe. On a recent evening I had
the experience of visiting a certain house in
the electorate of the member for Perth (Mr.
Mann), to see a man whom I used to know
on the Murehison, and who wanted me to wit-
ness' his applieation for an invalid pension.
Here was a man and his wifé and two chil-
. dren living in one room and slegping and eat-
ing in the same room, The location is in
Hay-street, Perth, not far' from Irwin-street,
The air in the room was not good, and the
father, in my opinien, is suffering from
miners’ eomplaint, and one of the children
wag ill. The condition of affairs that I have
described ia not singular in Perth, I under-
stand. T was not aware that that sort of
thing existed here at all; but I am informed
that it obtains to a much larger extent than
is known to the general community. People
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suffering in thiz manner do not go into the
highways and byways to tell their candition
to the first man they meet. XNo man ig more
in tavour of immigration than I am. want
to see people eome into this country to help
to carry the burden that weighs on the
shoulders of our people. I know that the
lburden of interest and taxation is oppressing
the people of this country. But I do objeet
to n policy of bringing out numbers of immi-
grants from England and throwing them
higgledy-piggledy on the Iabour market here,
to join in the seramble for employwment,
There is no reason in such a policy as that.
It the Government want to emcourage immi-
gration, they canmot do it by bringing people
out here and throwing them helplessly on the
labour market. Would you, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, in a time of stress increase your
houschold respongibilities by adding anether
family to your own, at a {ime when you could
not pay your way! That is onr position. Tn
this household of Western Australia we
cannot  pay  our way, c¢annot wmeet ooy
liabilities. We eannot provide reprodue-
tive work for the people we have here.
We cannot pay our household bills.  And yet
we are inviting strangers from oversea to
come and live with us—which merely means
inereasing our liabilities. In my opinion this
i3 no time for the assisted immigrant. The
Giovernment should find a market for the pro-
duets of Western  Australia, ioneinding  our
wool, our wheat; our base metals, our timber,
and so on, and when these markets are pro-
vided, there will be no stagnation. The
people who are in the State will be well pro-
vided for and there will be room for many
others. That is the poliey the Covernment
shonld embark upon. On the contrary, they
arc bringing in people by the thousands and
while that is so, we are told that the wool
industry has collapsed, that there are ne
sales of wheat, the base metal industry has
collapsed, and also that the meat industry
has collapsed. We have all those diffienlties
to eombat. The policy of any Government
with any sense in such eircumstances would
be to find markets for our products.

My, Teesdale: That is not confined to Aus-
rralia. .

Mr. TROY: I do not eare which country it
is confined to. Other countries are getting
rid of their surplus population but they are
not inereasing their hounzeholls, so to speak.
Yet we are increasing ours although we con-
not provide for those already here. I am not
opposed to immigration, but in times like
these, when we canrot provide for our own
people, and when we are told that all these
dieabilities have to be faced, that is not a
policy to be pursued.

Mr. Hickmott: We were told to-day that
160 immigranta coming from the Old Country
were all provided for.

Hon., P. Collier: Who told you that?

Mr. Hickmott: Mr. Clydesdale.

Mr. Wilson: I know 300 mer in Collie who
arc not provided for.
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Hon. P, Collier: Dees it mcan preference
for the immigrant, while we cannot provide
for the men already here?

Mr. TROY: We are told that the Govern-
ment are alarmed because of the dispropor-
tion between the populations of the wmetro-
politan and rural eonstituencies, That was
shown in the recent eensus, which disclosed
the faet that there arc more people in the
metropolitan area than there are in the eoun-
try. This, of cowrse, is a very dangerous
atate of affairs. Despite this position, we
find the Government intend to spend a large
sum of money to further encourage concentra-
tion in the eity. They propose to spend
money in conncction with tramway extensions
which may give relief to a few people in the
city, but which, to my mind, will be a very
fine thing for the land agents amd land
speculators. No doubt many people are in
convenicnved because they have to walk a
mile or two in the metropolitan arca. People
in other parts of the State have to do that
as well, and compared with those people, the
individual residing in the city is much better
offt. This iz a time when we should put up
with some ineonvenience, because the country
cannot afford expense of this nature. In
another portion of the Governor’s Speech we
find the good old, never-missing expression of
the Government’s intention to develop the
North-West. That paragraph has never been
missing from any announcement of Govern-
ment policy for years past, and 50 years
henee, if the North-West ig still attached to
the State of Western Australia, the same
paragraph will appear in the Governor’s
Speech.

Mr, Teesdale: Tt ig a really good stand-by.

Mr. TROY: I have one opinion about the
North-West; it is too big a job for the
present State of Western Australia. This
State with its total population of 300,000
people, will never develop the North-West,

Hon. P. Collier: Where would our revenne
go?

Mr. TROY: I am convinced that our pre-
sent population eannot develop our South-
West. We eannot drvelop the wheat belt, or
the Eastern Goldfields, or the middle west,
with our present population.

Mr. Mann: We want more population.

Mr. TROY: We are in this position; we
aro like a firm ecarrying on a business
in very large premises with only a small
stock. We have a tremendous State but
we cannot face the task of development
in connection with the North-Weast. It
sounds very important for the Iremier to
say that he governs a third of Awustralin.
1t is just like two people occupying a wan-
sion comprising 100 rooms. Tt is very nice
and showy but the cost is teo great; the rooms
go to rack and ruin; the grounds awnd the
gardena go to waste, That is che positivn
with Wegtern Australia. Tt iz not possible
to develop the Norih-West. 1t shauld he
cut off and we should give it to someone
¢lse to develop, and turn tha attention of
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our 300,000 people towards the development
of the southern portions of the State.

Mr. Teesdale: The revenue of £100,000
you get from us is a bit handy to take,

Mr. TROY: That may Dbe, but the Gov-
ernment have appointed a resident Commis.
siveer, and therein lies tne whole of their
ucrivities,

Mr, Munsie: I do not think he is a taan
whoe knows anything about the North-West.

Hon. P. Collier: He belongs to a family
wio have been very lucky recently.

Mr, TROY: Unless the Commissioner has
stmme hundreds of thousands of pounds to
spend, he will not be able to get any re-
sults. In the interests of the North-West,
us well as of the Sonth-West, the North-
West should be cut off from the State and
be banded over to a local authority, or to
the Federal Government, to administer.

Hon. P. Collier: Oh goodness, the Federa!
Government! What have they done to the
Northern Territory?

Mr. TROY: The member for Pilbara
(Mr. Underwood) spoke last might regard-
ing the North-West. T am not in the habit
vf paying compliments, but I desire to refer
to that hon., member’s remarks. He attri-
buted the disabilities of the North-West and
its lack of development to the high cost of
lubour, the inefficiency of the workers, and
the ¢ go-slow’’ policy adopted by them. He
guve an instance of a drunken man whom
he saw. The man was paid while he
was drunk and asleep, and he was the
cause of trouble which held up the work.
This was an instance to demonstrate the
incompetency and inefficiency of the work-
ers in the North-West. The hon. member’s
statements may have been perfectly true,
or they may have been simply what he has
referred to as ‘“a tale,’’ I have heard a
lot of statements of this nature; T fre-
guently hear them in the trains. 1 gener-
ally find that they arec repeated as state-
ments by someone else and that they are
invarviably grievously exaggerated. It
should be remembered, however, that there
are others who have similar lapses—others
who are not Iabourers. Some of these
people occupy positions of great responsi-
bility, and draw their salaries under similar
conditions. Why should a Iumper be picked
out as an example to show what is ruining
the North-West? I should say that a
moralist, like the member for Pilbara, who
is so distinguished for his virtue and
sobriety, would make some allowanee for
the frailties of human natute, and particu-
larly for human beings living in the North-
West, I am surprised that he should bring
a tale of such a charaeter under the notice
of this Chamber for our serious considera-
tion, Then we have the member for Guild-
ford (Mr. Davies) who spoke last night.
That hon. gentleman always arouses in me
s most unresponsive chord. I do not know
whether it is beeause of his too apparent
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sympathy with the workers, and his desire
to protect labour intereats. When in that
tuneful Welsh complaining voice of his he
speaks of his love for the worker, and of
his concern for the labour movement, it is
interesting to listen to him showing how he
has searched through the journals of the
world, through the chronicles and magazines,
to find some weakness in Labour’s prin-
ciples which he may lay open te our
opponents. What a paradox the hon. mem-
ber js! He is interested in the workers
and their needs, but he 135 always endeav-
ouring to find weaknesses to thrust iato
and scarify uand lay Dbare, so that the
opponents of Labour may know how they
can get at Labour and destroy its interests.

Mr. Davies; The workers appreciated it.

Mr, TROY: I generally speak pretty
straight and I will tell the hon. member
frankly that his speeches always have tn
me that bitter flavour of a vindictive
woman, who, becaunse of infidelity, has been
thrust from beneath her husband’s roof, and
becomes full of wmalice and misrepresenta-
tion. Thrust from her husband’s protection,
she becomes a ‘‘nagger’’; the man she
loved, she now hates. While she still pre-
temds to love the man, she goes amongst
the commnunity exposing his weaknesases,
Whether I be right or wrong, the speeches
of the member for Guildford always have
that distinetive kind of flavour to me, [
wmay be wrong but I am not the only one
who is wrong if T do err, for T err in com-
pany.

Mr. Davies: You may err in bad com-
pany.

Mr. TROY: The remarks by the member
for Guildford regarding the shipping sirike
were iluminative., He said that he went
to a eonference—it was a Nationalist con-
ference—and that the seamen and lumpers
had been out on sirike. He protested
against the strike. He said that he would
have been behind the seamen and lumpers if
they had opposed the whole of the plundering
by the ship ownmers, whereas they only desired
a share in the plunder. Yet at this Nationatl
conference we find that the wmember for
Guildford sat cheek by jowl with the plun-
derers and their agents.

Hon. P. Collier : Probably his expenses
were paid by them,

Mr. TROY: I do not know as to that, bt
although he could attend such a conference
as 3 supporter of the plunderers, he claimed
he waa opposed to the seamen because they
only wanted some of the plunder.

Mr. McCallum: The socialisation of-in-
dustry does not go far enough for him. .

Mr. TROY: At that Nationalist conference
were representatives of all the plunderers of
Australia, people who were responsible for
the hugh liabilities built up by the Federal
Government and people who put thefr hands
in the pockets of the people of Australia and
put money into the war loans which were free
from taxation and who are now drawing in-
terest and adding to the burden of Australia.
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Hon, P. Collier: And who gave Mr, Hughes
his £25,000.

Mr. TROY: The hon. member also made
another remark upon which I desire to com-
ment. He gaid that the workers’ waorst
encmies were themselves. T heartily agree
with that statement inasmuch as he apeaks no
doubt of the workers of Midland Junction.
They are their 'own worst enemies seeing that -
we are told that they put the hon, member
into Parliament to represeat labour interests
and the workers of the Guildford electorate.
I am sorry the deputy Leader of the Coun-
try Party is pet herc.

Mr. MeCallum: He is away getting some

instruetions.
Mr, TROY: [ have some boquets to throw
at him. The other night he told the House

that the Country Party accepted no responsi-
hility for the deficit, was not responsible for
the Government which had allowed it to grow
up. Whe is the deputy Leader of the Country
Party? He has sat in this House for a num-
her of years. He was interested in the forma-
tion of the first Liberal Govermmnent, sat be-
hind them and endorsed their policy. TFol-
lowing on that he was a supporter of the
Nationalist Government on their formation,
and concurred in all their actions, In becom-
ing a member of the Counntry Party, he
merely threw off the old cleak and aasumed
the new one. Inasmuch as he has been a
fallower of every Government since the defi-
eit has been imereasing from one million to
five millions, he must take the responsibility.
Then, let me ask with the greatest possible
respect, who are the Country Party? They
are & body of memberg, old Toriezs who repre-
sented constitvencies uwnder the name of
Liberals, wearing the Liberal label. They
now ¢all themselves the Country Party. Dr.
Earle Page to-day spoke about the suecess of
the Country Party in Wesatern Australia. Let
me make a prophecy. They have been sue-
cessful, but I think they have reached their
limit, The people are beginning to find them
ont, They have changed tleir name, but not
their ideas. First they are Liberals. When
that name becomes malodourous they ecall
themselves Nationalists, and when the Nation-
alists are up against it they call themselves
Country Party. Therc is a tendemey among
many men to say that they belong to no
party. When the Country Party is dis-
credited, the next ery will be, ‘*Parly has
been the curse of the country.’” Do I hear
an echo from the Minister for Mines? ‘‘Par-
ties have ruined the country’’ it will be said,
‘ithey are responsible for all our troubles,
I am independent. I stand for no party.””

Mr. Money: Wouldn’t they accept you on
that basis?

Mr, TROY: Nobody was asked to. I speak
for myself. I have no association with politi-
cal humbugs and impostors. The other night,
and again to-night, I heard an hon. member
say in respeet of another, ‘‘If T hurt his
feetings T am sorry. 1 hope to make no
enemy.’’ Far my part I do not care whether
or not I make enemies. I am here to speak
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my mind.. If allowed to say *‘1 don't give
a damn,’’ I would say it. I am here to
speak what I mean. I1f I do not like a man
and the way he carries on, if [ think he is
a hypocrile, I will say so, while on the other
hand if he thinMs I am a hypocrite he may

say s0.
Mr, Piesse: It would have no effect.
Mr. TROY: XNot coming from the hon.

member, While the hon. member was deciding
hetween parties, while he was still in doubt
as to whether to be a Country Party member
or a Liberal, he wrote to the Liberal confer-
ence and expressed

Mr. Picssc: It is absolutely false.

Alr. TROY: The Parliamentary rules pro-
vide that T should ask for a withdrawal of
that remark, but T will not bother, So con-
vinced am 1 of the truth of my statement
that the hon. member’s denial is of no conse-
quence.  The hon, member said the other
night **I helong to no party.’’ The view of
the hon. member and others professing the
same-* belief is that nobody has’ a right to
hold any view but their view. The member
for West Perth (Mrs, Cowan)—T am dis-
gugted with her for this, althongh warmly
respecting her in the ordinary way—is with
‘those: who deplore the fact that vertain mem-
bers hold party views. They want us to
believe that they arc against all parties. Wao
cannot believe it, because we are only human.

Hon. P. Collier: And because we know,

Mr. TROY: And because we know. To
their thinking, the view they hold is the only
vigw, and our views have no value at all. The
members for Guildford (Mr. Davies) and for
West Perth  (Mrs. Cowan) went to a
Nationalist conference in Melbourne and
there sat with a party which T abhor
and detest, and which T hold responsi-
ble for a lat of the tronble to Australia;
a party which T abhor for its lack of
principle and for the rotten sectarianism
which it has stirred up. Why they stand for
those things, I do not know. I belong to a
party which has some respect for other men's
views. At the last elections on the JMurchison
a circular was issued by an organisation of
which T understand eertain members of the
House professing non-party views are mem-
bers. That organisation sent the apostle of
seetarianism about the Murchison to influenece
the elections. = Yet those members who as-
sociate with that organisation pretend that
they are non-party, In my opinion they are
partisians of the meaneat and most despieabls
character. \We had a fight on the Murchison;
I fonght the matter openly; yet the people
who brought sectarianism to the Murchison
told us that they were nod-party in their
views. I say that any member of this House
who deelares that he belongs to no party is
without fixed principles. There always bas
been, and there ever will be parties while
society exists on its present basis.

Mr. Money: Better no prineiples than a
bad principle.

Mr. TROY: There will be those who think
with the Premier, whom T respeet because of
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his consistency. When the late Mr. Frank
Wilson was dispossessed because of his un-
popularity, although the most capable man of
them all, Mr. JMitehell stood by him. Beeause
of that, he will always have my respect. I
respeet his views, But the person who tells
me he is with me, and whom 1 find to be
against me, the person who pretends to sup-
port me, et exposes me to the enemy, [ say
he is my enemy, and a worse encuy than my
open oppenett,

Capt. Carter: Have they doue that, have
they told you they were with you and yet
criticised you? For instance, the hon. lady
who is absent, and whom you are accusing of
having no principle.

Mr, TROY: I will not permit the hon. mem-
ber to misrepresent me, I have never accused
the Iady of having no principle,- T have never
referred to her in that respect. 1 tcll the
Lon, member to mind his own business. The
lady is well able to mind hers, If he is irritated
by anything I have said, he may have causc
for irritation; bhut the lady has no cause for
irritation, because my remarks do not apply
to her, I said she had insisted that she be-
lenged to no party.

Capt. Carter: And, therefore, according to
vou, has no prineiple? -

Mr, TROY: Nonsense.

Capt. Carter: Wait till *‘Hansard’! comes
out.

Mr. TROY: I gaid that belonging to no
party meant having no definite fixed prinei-
ples. The member for West Perth has fixed
principles. And so too have all the other mem-
bera whe pretend that they are ‘men-parfy,
bhecause in their every day lives and aections
we find that whenever there is to be deter-
mined an issne which affects their party in-
tevests, they quickly show to which party they
beleng.  They only pretend to be non-party
beeause thev think it will go down with the
electors. The member for West Perth has
distinet views as a party woman, She may
think she has not, but I think she has. Tet
we remind the member for Leederville that
I attack ne woman. Tf I have anything to
ray agninst the member for West Perth, T
will always say it in her presence. If T made
reference to her to-night it was beeause in
making my speech I am discussing general
principles.

Mr. Munsie:
she is not here.

My, TROY: If T have irritated the member
for Leederville by any disclosures, it must
be beeause he hag cause to be hurt thereby,

Capt. Carter: Tt is beeanse I have a ecertain
amount of chivalry.

Mr, O'Loghlen: That stuff won 't work here.

Cant. Carter: T am afraid it will not, with
certain hon. members,

Mr. O Loghlen: There is just as much ehiv-
alry on this side as on that.

My, TROY: The hon. member says be hag
a eertain amount of ehivalry. He would be
a despicable scoundrel if be had np ehivalry
at all.

Capt. Carter: It is a quality worth having.

And it is not your fault that
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My, TROY: Alreads attention has been
drawn to the propaganda whieh is being car-
ried on regarding State trading concerns.

llon, P. Collier: Tt is a vicious propaganda.

My, TROY: I know that ‘there are powcerful
influences at work to induee the Government
to get rid of the State Trading Coneerns. L
know that in clubs in the ity Ministers
have been assailed and asked why they do
not get rid of the State.Trading (‘oncerns. |
know that the object of the propaganda in
the IPresa is for the purpose of cducating the
puiblie to the belief that the trading coneerns
are a rujnous policy for the State.

ITon, P. Collier: A propaganda of
libernte lying.

My, TROY: Yesterday Mr. Monger, the
President of the Primary Producers’ Associa-
tion, in a enlm, deliberate statement

Hon, P. Collier: A calm deliberate lie.

Mr. TROY: <Call it what you like, [ say
in a ealm deliberate statement said that the
conferenee would be called upon to express
an opinion regarding the continnance of the
State Trading Coneerns which were the cause
of the bad state of the finances in Western
Australia.

Hon, P. Collier: And he offered no proof
to hack up his statement.

Mr. TROY: That is so. Only last week
the Premier had to admit that the Sgate
Trading Concerns had returned a profit to
the Treasury. All this propaganda is for one
purpose, and that purpose is to get the Gorv-
ernment to sell them in the interests of busi-
ness men or middiemen who are the asse-
ciates of Mr. Monger, who are his social
friends, who assoeiate with him in the city,
and who desire that the Government shoyld
wet rid of these institutions which are operat-
ing in the interests of the poblie. It is purely
propaganda. I heard a member say that Mr,
AMonger was an honourable man, but ean any
man be ¢alled honourable who makes a state-
ment which he knows is untrue?

Mr. Piesse inferjected.

Hon, P, Collier: Why does not he prove
his statement? He has not attempted to pro-
duee evidence, 1t was a mere statement,

Mr. TROY: Mr. Monger is now asked to
produce figures in proof of the statement he
made at the conference. Let the hon. member
who interjected as mn apologist for Mr,
Monger, if he can produce figures to support
that contention, demonstrate that the State
Trading Concerns have given rise to the
losses suffered by the finances, Let any mem-
ber of the Country I"arty do it if he can.

Mr. Piesse: What about the railways?

AMr,-TROY: Docs Mr. Monger consider the
railways a trading concern? Did he tell the
conference that the railways lost £60,000 last
veat beeause they carried farmers’ fertilisers
at a loss?

Hon., P. Collier:
pounds.

Mr. TROY: Will the mentber for Toodyay
do it? The same thing obtains with re-
gard to the whent pool. There has been in-
stdions propaganda in one seetion of the Press
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which has published photographs of wheat
Iving rotting at sidings, and of wheat lying
at Fremantle, all this for the purpose of lead-
ing the people to believe that the commodity
they are producing is being ruined instead of
being sold, and that they are great losers in
consequenee, It is all propaganda. Tt re-
minds me of similar propaganda which was
carried on when the Lahour Government
started meat shops in Perth. A certain jour-
nal, which, of eourse, would not be guilty of
anything of this kind, rcprodueed a photo-
graph of a bullock, the ribs of whieh had
been retouched in order to lead the public to
believe that the Government meat shops were
dealing in starved.beasts, '

Hon. P. Collier: They faked the photo-
graph in order to show ribs on a fat bulloek.

Mr., TROY: That iz so. That sort of
propaganda does not influence us in the
slightest.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
State.

Mr. TROY: But it does inflnerer a great
body of the public who do not knew the
Press tao well. I am a supporter of the wheat
poel

Mr, Hickmott interjected.

Mr. TROY: 1 get it and I do not deny it,
and I intend to retain my share.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Among all the membera
in the House you are the biggest contributor
to the wheat pool.

Hen, P. Collier: Bigger than all the Coun-
try Party put together,

And it does not help the

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr, TROY: T Qo not make that olaim.
T favour the wheat pool, but were it not for
the Labour Party of Australia, the wheat
pocl would have been doomed. The Premiers
of Seuth Australia and of Vietoria have de-
¢lined to operate a wheat pool. Why? Be-
cavse in Victoria the middlemen contrel the
clectorates wherein the farmers are resident.
The farmers in Victoria have not an organisa-
tion as the farmers in Western Australia
have.

AMr. O’Loghlen:
position is hopeless,

Mr. TROY: TIn South Australia the far-
merg have not an organisation as the far-
mers in Western Australia have. As a result
the Liberals there are not yet known as Coun-
try Party members. When the farmers of Vie-
toria beeome organised, the Liberals wil] soon
change their coat and put on the cont of the
Country Party. Then they will not dare get
ricdof the pool. While the farmers are dis-
organised, they can hocus the farmers in the
interests of the middleman. In Western Aus-
tralia the farmers would not have had a pool
but for the faet that they are organised, and
the Country Party have of neeessity to go
that far beeause our farmers are educated to
that extent and know what is good for them.
In lots of other matiers the same members
are still Liberals and will not support
farmers' interests because the farmners have

In South Auwstralia their
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not been educated up to a full knowledge
of their requirements and circomstanees.

Mr. Mann: It is a tribute to them,

Mr. TROY: It is a tribute to the fact that
the farmers of Western Australia know a
little more about the wheat pool amd such
like matters than do the farmers of other
States, There are lots of other things
which cur farmers do not know because their
representatives are old Liberals and do not
stand for these things. New Soonth Wales,
which is controlled by a Labour Government,
stands for the wheat pool, and the middle-
man does not get a chance. The support
of New South Wales is the salvation of
Western  Australia. New South Wales
too is the greatest among the wheat
producing States. I stand for the wheat pool
because it has been the salvation of the farn-
ers of this State. It is true that logses have
occurred, but [ believe that those losses would
have been greater if private enterprise had
been operating.

Mr. Money:
the State.

Mr. TROY: Yes, and the farmer knows
that the poo) is good for him.

Mr. Mann: You will give some ecredit to
the Government in connection with that.

Hon. P. Collier: The Labour Government
started it in Western Australia.

Mr. TROY: The hon. member ought to be
aware that the present Government did not
start the wheat pool.

Hon. P. Collier: The farmer threatened
to shoot anyone who came to take his grain
and put barbed wirc around his hay stacks.

Mr. TROY: The present Government,
comprised of the same individeals, would
not have supported the wheat pool in 1913,
They would have said, ‘‘No, we stand for
private enterprise.’’ Now, however, they
support the wheat. pool.

Mr. Mann: Tt wight have not been neces-
sary in 1913. - :

Mr. TROY: The reason why they support
it now is because the enlightened e¢lectors
know it is useful to them. I wish to make a
few remarks in conneetion with the extraor-
dinary action taken by the Minister for Rail-
ways this year, which, in my opinion, is lack-
ing in principle, and in regard to which the
Railway Department is being utlised to give
advantages in one direction and inflict dis-
abilities on at least one individual in the
community. I do not intend to disguise my
hand.. Mr. Macfarlane of Perth succeeded
in building up a business here after many
laborious years. He helped the farmers in
the wheat belt partieularly, to establish the
milk and cream industry. To some of them
he lent millk cans, to othera separators, and
he stood to them, and by these means many
farmers have been able to add to their in-
come. Recently butter factories have been
started at Albany, Northam, Bunbury, Gnow-
angerap——

"i"he Minister for Mines: And Geraldton.

Mr. TROY: Not yet at Geraldton, The
Commissioner of Railways has issued an in-

It has been a goed thing for
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struction wherein heeprovides for differential
railway rates, It is laid down that any set-
tler who sends his cream past any butter fac-
tory or ereamery must pay 30 per cent. in-
crease in his railivay freights on that cream.
If he is 50 miles from Perth and 49 miles
from XNortham, and he sends his cream to
Perth, he is penalised by having to pay an
additional freight of 30 per cent.

The Minister for Mines: That is not cor-
rect.

Mr. TROY: The pgeneral instructions from
the (‘ommissioner read—

Coaching rates hook, page 9B—cream
and milk (fresh) traffic—Delete—** The
following is the general scale of rates and
conditions for the conveyance of eream and
milk (fresh) between all places.’’ Insert
—*‘The following is the general seale of
rates and conditions for the conveyance of
milk (fresh) between all stations, and
cream cousigned to the nearest butter fac-
tory in cither an up or a down direction.
Cream consigned elsgwhere than to the
nearest butter factory in either an up or
down direction will be charged on the scale
and with the maxima shown plus 50 per
eent.’?

Is that correct?

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Mr. TROY: I would like te have an ex-
rression from the Minister. This correspond-
ence which I held in my hand was given to
me by Mr. Macfarlane, and I think it only
fair to place it before the House. I have no
objection whatever to offer to the butter fac-
tories which have been established in the
country, but they ought not to receive pre-
ferential treatment. Further, the railways
ought not to be utilised to penalise Mr. Mae-
farlane, If thia iz not being done, I shall be
glad to hear it, and T am sure I can say that
Mr, Macfarlane also will be glad. Here
members may see voluminous correspondence
whieh has been received from farmers in
which all of them protest that they have re-
ceived a very fair deal and resent the coer-
cive action of the Government. They still
insist upon degling with the man who has
givon them a fair ‘deal. Here is one such
letter, which may be regarded as typical—

Yours to hand, notifying us of the Gov-
ernment action of putting an extra 50 per
cent. of freight on present freights to
Perth for cream passing Northam factory.
We very much protest against such uwnjnst
aetien of not being allowed to market our
cream where we wish without the Govern-
ment putting on extra freight to drive us
to market at one place. We would have to
be content with their percentages of our
cream ag the extra cost of freight may
keep us from sending to Perth where we
have always been satisfied with the treat-
ment received during the past years of
husinesa.

I could read dozens to the same effect in
which everyane protests vigorously against
this treatment.
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The Minister for Mines: You know that
Mactariane’s factory can afford to pay the
inereased railway freight and still be in a
hetter position to compete with the country
factory.

.Mr. TROY: Even supposing that is so,
what has that to do with the prineiple? 1\
run a farm near Murchison. T can send
my chaff to Murchison cheaper than_ farm-
ers who are 50 miles further away. Why
should I be penalised bevause my situation
happens to be more favourable? I am pre-
pared to pay and do pay the same rate for
the same mileage and the same service as
any other individual. Why penalise we?

Mr. Mann: T saw the Commissioner of
Railways and his 1eply was that Macfarlane
was at an advantage inasmuch as the coun-
try factories had to pay a greater rate on
the bntter coming to the city than the
farmer had to pay on the cream.

Mr. TROY: The Northam butter factory
can send butter to the goldfields and out-
back districts cheaper than the Perth factory
becanse it has an advantage in that way.
The Geraldton Butter Factory will sell butter
on the Murchison beecause it gains an advan-
tage over other factories in so doing.

Mr. Mann: The great market is in the
city.

Myr. TROY: I do not care about that, Be-
cause I happen to be situated in a certain
part of the State why should I be called
upon to pay a greater freight for my pro-
duets than people who are situated else-
where? The Railway Department ought not
to be used to impose disabilitics upon one
set of citizens against another set. Of all
things this Government should stand for
freedom of trade and a fair deal ail round,
and I shail be glad to hear the explanation
of the Minister for Railways upon this
question. What the country needs to-day
is not only an optimist but a prudent man, I
ean see no sign ot prudence in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech. That is my ecomplaint. All
I ean sce i3 a long list of platitudes, ex-
cuses, and complaints about what has hap-
pened on the other side of the world. There
is no policy for the future, Things are bad,
and we have to take the necessary steps iv
face the bad times that are ahead of ns.
The fovernment should outline the action
tley propose to take so that the House and
the country may know what it is, I have
asked the I'remier if he will find new
markets, and exploit other parts of th:
world to replace the markets which are no
locnger available. He should refrain from
immigration without
gystem. There are hundreds of people in
the country to-day who cannot make a
living, and the country because of the re-
strictiona of trade is not in a positicn io
earry a lot of immigrants, I want to know
from ihe Government how they will find
work for all the immigrants they tell us
are coming here. Arve they going to put
them on the land, and bave they the capital
with ‘which to keep them there until they
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become producers? If they are wot-to he
put on the land how will they be provided
for, and if they are put ow the land what
will be the policy in respect to finding
markets for their products? That is a fair
and reasonable question and any prudent
and progressive Government should be able to
give the House some lead in the matter.
Things will be worse in this eountry than
they are te-day. We bhave not yet reached
the turning point. I welcome immigration
provided the country is in a fit state to
receive it, but to throw thousands of mon
to-day oan the labour market and make no
provision for them is not in the best inter-
ests of the country. I suggest that wheun
the Premier has an opportunity he should
teli the House bow he proposes to arrange
to provide other markets to replace tinse
which have collapsed, and to provide work
for the pcople in Western Australia aus well
as for thosc yet to gome. That is my chicf
concern so far as the industries of this
country are affected.

On motion by Mr.
journed.

Money, debate ad-

House adjourned at 1035 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 18th August, 1921.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers. i

QUESTION—TRAMWAY EXTENSION,
SOUTH FERTH-COMO.

Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for
Railways: When is it proposed to start the
construction of the South. Perth-Como tram
extension

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-

plied : When the necessary material comes to-
hand.



